
Now it's Bishop John 


Consecration in 
Christ Church 


ARCHDEACON John Bone 
became the new Bishop of 
Reading on October 4. In a 
ceremony which combined 
operatic splendour with pro- 
found simplicity. He was 
consecrated in Christ Church 
Cathedral by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr Robert 
Runcie. 

Sixteen other Bishops also 
took part in the service which 
was attended by clergy, friends 
and civic dignitaries from all 
over the Diocese. 

It was at exactly 1 lam that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
white cope and mitre, entered 
the Cathedral and moved slow- 
ly through a sea of scarlet, gold 
and white vestments towards the 
high altar — where the Bishop 
of Winchester and the Bishop of 
Oxford waited to receive him. 

The consecration of a bishop 
takes place in the context of 
a Eucharist, and while the 
Bishop of Oxford read the 
Epistle (2 Corinthians 4, 1-10) 
and the Bishop of Winchester, 
the Gospel (John 21, 15-17), the 
Bishop Designate, simply- 
robed, sat besides his wife Ruth 
and their five children. At the 
Presentation, however, he mov- 
ed forward to be presented by 
the Bishop of Oxford and the 
Bishop of Buckingham to the 
Archbishop, who in turn 
presented him to the people — 
asking them “Is it therefore 
your will that he should be 


ordained?” 

“We will” came the firm 
reply, firmly, and with equal 
firmness John Bone made his 
declarations to the Archbishop’s 
eight formal questions “in order 
that we may know your mind 
and purpose”; before retiring to 
the Sacristy to change into an 
episcopal rochet and chimere (a 
white robe and black sleeveless 
gown) as the Cathedral choir 
sang William Walton’s Set me a 
seal upon thine heart from the 
Song of Songs. 

The service moved to its 
climax when the Bishops Assis- 
tant, in their scarlet and white 
Convocation robes, formed a 
semi-circle around the Bishop- 
to-be, and in a ceremony going 
back to the time of the Apostles 
laid hands upon him while the 
Archbishop pronounced the 
words of ordination and 
presented him with his Bible and 
pastoral staff. 

In his sermon, Canon 
Christopher Drummond, Home 
Secretary of the Board for Mis- 
sion and Unity, reminded the 
congregation that it was the feast 
of St Francis of Assissi and 
spoke of the Saint’s great 
humility and simplicity, qualities 
he said which John Bone had in 
good measure. 

The remarkable thing about 
this Consecration was the fact 
that through all the colour and 
magnificence the humility and 
simplicity of the man at the cen- 
tre of it all shone out for all to 
see. 



WILL YOU HELP 
US TO GIVE A 
LITTLE EXTRA 
CARE? 


MOST CLERGYMEN WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES TO RETIRE, BUT IT IS NOT 
ALWAYS SO EASY... 


I 


To enable us to cope with the needs of the growing number 
of our pensioners, their widows and dependents we must 
extend the scope of the care we offer. 

Through the help of our supporters, many of whom have 
remembered us so generously when drawing up their Will 
we have been able to ease the everyday problems en- 
countered by some of our older pensioners with the special 
care offered in our ten residential and nursing homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and 
legacies in order to continue this much needed work. Please 
help us in any way you can. 


3 r-.C 
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D To: Tho Sotretory, The Church of England 
Pensions Board, Department TD 
To. No7 Little College St, Westminster, 

London SWIP35F - 

i enclose my gift of £ □ ■ form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 


PLEASE SEND ME 
Q a Bankers Order form 


Name 


charitable work 


Address 


L. 


□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 
Tick appropriate box(s) 
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A gathering of 
old friends 


Pictured above, the new Bishop of Reading is raised 
into his new office by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Photos courtesy of Oxford and County Newspapers. 


AMONG the bishops who took 
part in Bishop John’s Consecra- 
tion were a number of old 
friends of the Diocese of Ox- 
ford, including Kenneth 
Woollcombe, Bishop of Oxford 
from 1971 to 1978, and Peter 
Walker, now Bishop of Ely but 
formerly Bishop of Dorchester 
(1972-1977). 

The last consecration in Christ 
Church Cathedral in 1982 was 
that of the last Bishop of 
Reading, Graham Foley. 

The senior bishop at the Con- 
secration was Colin James, the 
Bishop of Winchester. The 
Bishop of Oxford, Richard 
Harries, stood in for the Bishop 
of London who had been ex- 
pected and who would have 
taken precedence after the Arch- 
bishop had he been there. 

Up to the moment of his con- 
secration, Bishop John was of 
course Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham. His successor in that 
position, John Morrison, Vicar 
of St Mary’s, Aylesbury, who 
will be installed on January 13, 
was in the Cathedral, and so 
were two previous Archdeacons 


of Buckingham, Derek Eastman 
and Francis Pratt. 

The congregation also in- 
cluded the Lord Lieutenant of 
Berkshire, the Mayors of 
Reading and Maidenhead, the 
Chairman of Newbury District 
Council and the Members of 
Parliament for Windsor and 
Maidenhead, and Wokingham. 

Date with 
California 

The new Bishop of Reading’s 
first engagement was an unusual 
one. Four days after his con- 
secration, on October 8, Bishop 
John went to the Parish of 
California at Finchampstead 
with his wife, Ruth. There, he 
celebrated a Parish Communion 
in the junior school which is 
regularly used for Sunday ser- 
vices, met the PCC, and bless- 
ed a new vicarage pastoral 
centre which will be used not 
only to house the vicar and his 
family, but also for midweek 
and smaller services. 


Inside The DOOR 

God in the Life of David Winter p4 

Religious communities . p8 

The DOOR opens on Grendon Prison pi 5 


one village 

The World Shop ^ 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 


On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 
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<Deimm 

Nursing Home 

Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis y SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane , Denham , Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 

RETIRING 

1985 ground floor maisonette and car port, 
Aldwick Fells, nr Bognor Regis, Sussex. Ideal 
retirement home. Quiet position near shops and 
sea. Excellent condition. Own patio, communal 
garden. New oven, fridge, automatic washing 
machine, tumble drier, carpets and curtains in- 
cluded. 

£70.000 — No Chain 

Tel: 0344 884755 

(after 7.30pm) 


HOLY LAND 1990 

The Reverend Peter Smith will be 
leading a pilgrimage to Israel from 
May 10th to 21st next year. It will be 
organised by McCabe Travel, and the 
total cost will be £755. 

Anyone interested in having details of 
this should ring: 

06284 2743, or write to 
7 BISHAM COURT, BISHAM, MARLOW 
BUCKS SL7 1SD 


COLOSTOMY 

ILEOSTOMY, UROSTOMY 

OPEN EVENING 

Our Open Evenings are renowned for the relax- 
ed, friendly atmosphere they create. Come along 
to The Linton Lodge Hotel from 5pm to 9pm on 
Wednesday, November 8 1989. Talk to our 
trained staff who are able to provide counsell- 
ing and advice on ostomy care. See a wide range 
of all makes of ostomy products, girdles and ap- 
pliances which could help you towards a more 
confident future. Samples of many items will be 
available, free of charge. 

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED 
OPEN EVENING 
Salt & Son Ltd 
The Linton Lodge Hotel 
Linton Road 
OXFORD 0X2 6UJ 
For further information 
contact: 

Mrs Ann MacArthur on 

0865 711807 



Sitting properly doesn^t 
have to be a pain 
in the back. 



About a quarter of the population suffer from backaches 
sometime in their lives. Cintique, after careful study and research, 
have done much to help in the relief of such problems. The Cintique 
Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four 
models in the Highgrove collection all have Cintique’s unique 
springing system and high supporting back to give you the extra com- 
fort and support your back needs. ■ ■ 

Come in and sit down — ■ |f^l| IfSk 

you’ll feel better already. II 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE are pleased to announce that they have 
been appointed main agents for Cintique Chairs and Settees. 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 

Telephone High Wycombe 33222 DEPT TD 


Bishop John — family man 



“IT was thrilling to be there in the midst of the fam- 
ily of the Diocese and to feel supported by so much 
prayer,” said John Bone. 

His own immediate family have always been of enor- 
mous importance to him too. For much of the service 
he stood besides his wife, Ruth, and their children 
— all five of whom were there. 


Pictured outside Christ Church Cathedral after- 
wards are (left to right): Patrick, Judith (daughter-in- 
law), Ruth Bone, Rachel (grand-daughter), Stephen, 
Bishop John, Elizabeth, Simon (grand-son), Sarah, 
Trevor Morgan (son-in-law), Nicholas. 

Photo: Oxford and County Newspapers. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


John Madeley 


For population, read resources 


I MET Francis Barassa late one afternoon 
when filming with a West German crew on 
a small Kenyan farm not far from the 
border with Uganda. Francis worked on an 
adjoining farm, and had come over to see 
what was going on. 

He was holding the hand of a lovely girl 
about three years old. “Is this your 
daughter?” I asked. “Yes,” he beamed, 
“she is one of my three children. How 
about you — do youliave children?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “I have two 
children.” “Oh you English,” he laugh- 
ed, “you have so few children. I have three 
now, but expect to have ten by the time I’m 
finished.” 

I gulped, and fought for words. “Ten,” 
I repeated, and said the first thing that came 
into my mind: “Tell me, will you be able 
to feed them all?” 

“We shall,” he replied. “We have ugali 
(the local staple food); at times we may be 
short, but we’ll share what we have.” 

What could I say? Preach him a sermon 
about the way the world did not have 
enough resources for everyone to have ten 
children? Suddenly a statistic hit me — that 


the average citizen of the West uses 40 
times more of the world’s resources than 
the average person in India or Africa. 

So who is the real culprit — me with my 
two kids, or Francis with his (hoped for) 
ten? I know that it’s me. In some countries, 
over-population is a problem — although 
in better-off developing countries, popu- 
lation growth rates are slowing down. A 
higher standard of living can be a pretty 
good contraceptive. 

In many, although by no means all, parts 
of Africa, population growth rates are high. 
Kenya has one of the highest in the world 
— and its government is putting consider- 
able effort into its family planning pro- 
gramme. 

What about us in the West? Are we mak- 
ing an effort to reduce our extravagant use 
of the world’s resources? The bitter truth 
is that it is US in the West, rather than the 
Barassas of this world, who are boring 
holes in the ozone layer, warming up the 
earth’s atmosphere and contributing to the 
greenhouse effect. It is our lifestyles that 
are doing the bulk of the damage. 


If we are concerned about population, we 
surely have to be concerned, too, about the 
use of resources — and recognise that we 
in the West use most of them. One prac- 
tical way we could use fewer resources is 
to conserve energy. 

In Britain we are not very good at this 
— we use, for example, twice as much 
energy to heat our homes as the Swedes, 
despite their colder climate. 

A recent Commonwealth Secretariat 
report has called on Western nations to 
halve their use of carbon emissions within 
30 years. This would involve using con- 
siderably less energy than we do now. 

It could mean a change on our part to a 
more thoughtful and less wasteful style of 
life; even a less comfortable style of life. 
But then it is God’s planet that’s at stake. 

I am not advocating ten-children 
families, but meeting Francis Barassa 
reminded me that when the rich are temp- 
ted to criticise the poor for having too many 
children, they, the rich,, should first of all 
look at themselves. 

It’s really all to do with something Jesus 
said about motes and beams. 


NOW 

PRIVATE HEALTH CARE IS 
SUDDENLY MORE AFFORDABLE 


Now there's a brand new Private Health Plan available to you. Not 
only does it offer substantially better cover than anything else cur- 
rently available on the market. Cover also includes the following ad- 
ditional benefits: 

★ Up to 50% No-Claims Discount 

★ World Wide Holiday Travel Insurance 

★ 5 Year Premium Protection 

it Guarantee Acceptance with no medical questions 
asked under 65 

★ £10,000 Disability Payment 

With so much to gain and nothing to lose shouldn't you return your 
complete further information request today? 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TEL: DAY 

EVENING 


Return to: ASH MEDICAL LTD, 
FREEPOST (No stamp), PO Box 291, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HP15 6BR 
or Tel: 0494 714437 (24 hr ansaphone) 



NURSES PLEASE HELP 


Can you spare even ja few hours per week to help 
someone in need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and car useful. 

British Nursing Association 

Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
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Race: no room 


for complacency 


RACE Relations in the Diocese 
of Oxford: that was the theme 
of a recent consultation day at 
the Church of Christ the 
Worker, Langley in Slough 
and attended by the Bishop of 
Oxford and representatives 
from the three counties. 

In her introduction Anna 
Thomas-Betts said that she 
had been a member of a small 
working group that had been . 
asked by the Board of Social 
Responsibility to consider “the 
multi-racial face” of the 
Diocese and what should be 
done about it. 

Its work had been made 
more urgent after the findings 
of the Archdeacons’ Articles of 


Enquiry for 1988 revealed that 
ethnic minority groups were 
seriously under-represented 
on PCCs, deanery synods, and 
other positions of authority in 
local churches. 

The purpose of the consulta- 
tion day was to draw up a 
Diocesan strategy for race 
relations. The lack of oppor- 
tunities for leadership, fear 
and ignorance within the 
Church and the question of 
whether there needs to be a 
Diocesan Officer for Race 
Relations were some of the 
topics discussed, and referred 
to the new permanent 
Diocesan working group on 
race. 


It was agreed that in a 
Diocese like ours it is easy for 
some congregations to think 
“No black people, no pro- 
blem” or “We haven’t got 
many black people in our 
church because they don’t like 
our style of worship.” But 
there was a need for a more 
positive attitude and a more 
positive welcome to people 
from ethnic minority groups 
who might otherwise join a 
Black-led Pentecostal style 
church because they felt re- 
jected in their local Anglican 
one. 


Farming — the 
Bible way 

“MUCH of the book of 


Change ahead 


“CLEARLY the relationship between the sexes is the major change 
taking place in our time, and one which will affect every aspect 
of Christian life,” said the Bishop of Oxford. He was preaching 
on “The Future of the Church of England” to the Open Synod 
Group in Dorchester Abbey on October 16. 

Quoting the writer Monica 
Furlong he said that, like ‘an un- 
wary football fan starting an 
avalanche, women’s ordination 
will change the whole Christian 
landscape. Women no longer 
thought of themselves primari- 
ly as someone’s daughter, wife, 
or mother but as a person. 
“From this sense emerges a new 
strength, with a subsequent in- 
sistence on a different recogni- 
tion” he said. 

The Bishop was unusually 
autobiographical in revealing his 
own strong attraction to Chris- 
tian Faith, but his ambivalence 
about the Church as an institu- 
tion. Nevertheless, he argued in- 
stitutions have an essential part 
to play because they exist 
through time and can ‘gather 
and preserve the insights of each 
generation in order to pass them 
on to the succeeding one’. 

However, the Church as an 
institution lives in relation to the 
new world proclaimed by 
Christ, Bishop Richard said. 
This means that it should be able 
to encourage more radical ‘com- 
munities of the spirit’ on its 
fringe or even outside its institu- 
tional life. 


Ecclesiastical 

bursaries 

IT is not too late for ministers 
and accredited lay workers of 
the Church of England to sub- 
mit applications for the 1990 Ec- 
clesiastical Insurance Group 
Centenary Awards. 

Last year 18 out of a total of 
50 entries received awards of up 
to several thousand pounds for 
the more ambitious projects in- 
volving overseas travel. 

Applications must show 
potential for real benefits to the 
Church itself as well as to the 
community. Last year’s winning 
projects included ‘The Church’s 
role within the prison communi- 
ty’, ‘Caribbean and black 
perspectives in today’s Church,’ 
and ‘The function of the 
cathedral in the modern com- 
munity’. 

Applicants, who should nor- 
mally have at least 10 years’ 
stipendiary service in the 
Church of England, should con- 
tact Mrs M. Williams, Ec- 
clesiastical Insurance Group, 
Beaufort House, Brunswick 
Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ. Tel: 
0452 28533. The closing date 
for completed forms is 
November 30. 


Well visited 

THE University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, Oxford was 
Britain’s second most visited 
parish church in 1988 with 
300,000 visitors according to the 
English Tourist Board. Top 
church was Bolton Abbey in 
Yorkshire with 400,000 visitors. 
Third was Tewkesbury Abbey 
closely followed by St Mary in 
the Castle, Dover. 


Prison creche 

THE Visits Room at Oxford 
Prison could have its own creche 
by April of next year. The pro- 
ject was initiated by the Diocese 
of Oxford Mothers’ Union but 
it is hoped that volunteer helpers 
will come from all 
denominations. 

There will be a meeting for 
anyone interested on Monday, 
November 20 at 1.30pm at 
Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St 
Giles, Oxford. Further informa- 
tion from Barbara McGregor, 
Haywards Farmhouse, Sutton 
Wick, Abingdon. Tel: 0235 
31229. 


Deuteronomy reads like a farm- 
ing manual” , the Bishop of Dor- 
chester told the congregation of 
farmers and members of the Ox- 
fordshire County Federation of 
Young Farmers at a special 
Harvest Festival at Dorchester 
Abbey on September 24. 

Drawing on his 16 years’ ex- 
perience as Chaplain at the 
National Agricultural Centre 
and his own farming 
background, Bishop Anthony 
stressed that despite the “arrival 
of the pharmaceutical farmyard 
with its trans-genetic livestock”, 
Deuteronomy has a contem- 
porary ring to it. “There are 
long sections on manuring and 
mildew, on rotation and husban- 
dry, on the care of domestic and 
wild animals and even on the 
relations between farmers and 
other members of the communi- 
ty,” he said. 

He compared the Biblical pic- 
ture of the farmer in partnership 
with God, and the apparently- 
opposing more romantic view 
that it is in the wilderness and 
the elemental forces of nature 
that the hand of God is most evi- 
dent. “The interaction of these 
two opposing views forms the 
background to the contemporary 
debate about the countryside and 
particularly with reference to the 
policy of ‘set-aside’. 

But time and again Bishop 
Anthony returned to his text in 
Deuteronomy “Take heed lest 
you forget the Lord your God. 
Beware lest you say in your 
heart, ‘My strength and the 
might of my hand have gotten 
me this * wealth’.” The Old 
Testament was a record of the 
people of Israel who lost the 
land because of disobedience. 

Though the immediate pro- 
blems such as acid rain and the 
greenhouse effect were prac- 
tical, Bishop Anthony said that 
their underlying cause was 
spiritual. “Man is responsible to 
God for the land but, like the 
Kings of Israel that responsibili- 
ty may not be exercised without 
acknowledging his stewardship 
and accountability to God.” 


Home — a cardboard box 



ELIZABETH Boyd decided 
that God wanted her to focus 
on homelessness in Church 
Urban Fund Week, by living 
in a cardboard box on the 
village green at Ashbury near 
Swindon. 

To keep out the rain she had 
a large polythene bag from an 
Oxford skip and she decided 
to have no money with her, 
children from a local primary 
school brought her a little food 
each day. 

She had expected to spend 
the time praying, reading her 
Bible, identifying with the 
homeless and learning 
Spanish. But instead, she says: 
“The Lord sent me an almost 


CANON Hugh John Pickles, 
died ‘in harness’, as was his 
devout wish, on Sunday, 
September 24. He had served 
the parish of Blewbury for 26 
years as its Vicar and St Mary’s, 
Upton for 21 years, first as 
Priest-in-Charge and then as 
Rector. 

During all this time he main- 
tained and taught the Catholic 
Faith with his own particular 
flair and individualistic ap- 
proach. Much has been said and 
written about his great love of 
cricket, and many of us owe him 
a considerable debt in that he 
founded the Oxford Diocesan 
Clergy Cricket Club, but there 
is no doubt that his first loves 
were his Lord, the Church and 
the life of a priest within it. 

Hugh was a true ecumenist, 
always praying and hoping for 
visible union with Rome, but 
never missing an opportunity to 
share as much as possible with 
Blewbury and Upton 
Methodists. 

He had infinite patience with 
the young, and cherished his 
church school, teaching 
religious knowledge and cricket 
there in equal proportions. His 
bookshelves reflected his in- 
terests and lives of the Saints, 
books on prayer and meditation 
and a catholic range of 
biography predominated. 

It is not surprising, then, that 
his ministry was so prayerful 
and pastoral. He was made an 
Honorary Canon of St Michael’s 
Cathedral, Kobe, Japan, an 


constant stream of people 

99 

There was, she says, a great 
sense of friendship that week 
and many who came found 
links with others; such as a 
local curate who went back to 
tell a group of mothers and 
children in Wantage about the 
“lady in the cardboard box”, 
and found that they came to 
see her for themselves. 

Elizabeth’s week in a box 
has raised £1,130 so far. Her 
one regret, for the homeless: 
“I longed for the homeless to 
receive the same warmth of 
caring and sharing as I did.” 
Photo: Courtesy Wiltshire 
Newspapers Ltd. 



honour which gave him great 
pleasure and the biretta with the 
red pom-pom rested on his cof- 
fin during the solemn requiem 
which marked his passing. 

He is buried in Blewbury 
Cemetery as near to the cricket 
pitch as possible (his own 
words) and his headstone will 
bear the words,- Priest, Pastor, 
Teacher, Cricketer. An exact 
description of the man. 

Edwin Clements 


USPG Secretary 

THE new USPG Area Secretary 
for the Oxford Diocese, after a 
gap of 18 months, is Dr Janet 
Hodgson, a former lecturer in 
Religious Studies at Cape Town 
University and recently a 
visiting fellow at the USPG Col- 
lege of the Ascension, Birm- 
ingham. Her address is: The 
Eaves, Rectory Road, Great 
Haseley, Oxford OX9 7QW. 
Tel: 0844 279373. 


A guide 
to guides 

EVERY church needs a guide, 
whether it’s for visitors or new 
members. To be effective, 
however, it needs to be attrac- 
tive and well written. 

That is why Oxford Univer- 
sity’s Department of External 
studies have organised a 
weekend from November 25-26 
on “Writing a church guide”. 
Course members will take part 
in a case study of an Oxfordshire 
church to help to prepare a draft 
guide for it — which may be the 
focus of a follow-up desk-top 
publishing course in January. 

The course can be residential 
or non-residential. Further 
details from Archaeology/Local 
History Course, Department for 
External studies, Rewley House, 
1 Wellington Square, Oxford 
OX1 2JA as soon as possible. 


On horoscopes 

THERE are more astrologers in 
France than priests said the 
Bishop of Oxford in his BBC 
Radio 4 ‘-‘Thought for the Day” 
on October 6. “We all want life 
to have some significance” he 
said. “But the stars aren’t the 
place to look for the meaning of 
this” unless we look through 
them and see the love that moves 
the sun and the stars. 

In his introduction Bishop 
Richard referred to the Oxford 
Diocese’s “successful 
newspaper, financed by adver- 
tising”, and the “real clanger” 
dropped last month by including 
an advertisement for 
horoscopes. “My reaction to 
fortune-telling is to assert the 
dignity and duty of human 
choice” he said. 


Resource merger 

CPS Resources and Iixon 
Associates have merged into a 
single company — the Churches 
Purchasing Scheme Ltd. The 
Scheme has been reconstructed 
to act as a purchasing agency for 
all churches and their clergy and 
will ensure a single more power- 
ful negotiating organisation. 


Canon Hugh Pickles 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vz miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 

For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0865) 864621 



WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

AND 

PROGRAMMING COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 
Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
MAIDENHEAD 


THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete or part 
contents to a single item — Valuations — Free Pre 
Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON 0X16 8PF. TEL: (0295) 253197 


IS 


©04917 ©0734 

225 665918 

THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 

and 


t 


CENTRAL MISSING PET REGISTER 
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU 

Inform us if you have lost a pet or found a stray • 


THE MARRIOTT TRUST 

The Trust was established in 1 945 under the Will of Sir John 
Marriott, the historian. Its purpose is to provide Scholarships 
for the sons of Anglican clergy who have done at least ten 
years' pastoral and parish work in the County or City of Ox- 
ford, the City of York, the parish of Bowdon in Cheshire, and 
the Parish of Hayfield in Derbyshire. The Trust is empowered 
to grant up to two-thirds of the fees and expenses incurred 
by the parents in the education of a scholar. Brochures 
describing the Trust in more detail may be obtained from the 
Clerk to the Marriott Trust, 1 St Giles', Oxford OX1 3JR. 

Telephone: Oxford 242468 
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THE EMBROIDERY DEPARTMENT 
All Saints Convent 
St Mary’s Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU 

For all your church embroidery and textile 
needs, including Vestment, Fair Linens, Altar 
Frontals and Banners. 

Also available: Small piece remnants suitable 
for C&G & Textile Students. 
Enquiries do: 

Mrs S. Pedley 
All Saints Convent 


E. N. MORGAN Ltd 




WALL BRACKETS — 


CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 


THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 
CORNWALL TR15 2TR 


TELEPHONE 

( 0209 ) 


Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 
hardwoods by 
Cornish Craftsmen to 
a superior finish. 


Why not order an unusual present 
for Christmas 


The Victoria Hotel 

1 Middlesex Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 


P □ 


Small family run hotel offering good, modern accom- 
modation and traditional cuisine. Open all year round. 

Restaurant open to non-residents for lunch and dinner. 

For bookings or further information contact: Eileen 
and Bill Dacke 

10% reduction for stay in excess of three days dur- 
ing winter 


BEXHILL (0424) 210382 

Member of Bexhill Tourism Association 



a The 

Samaritans 


COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Ordinary people who care for the 
Desperate, Lonely, Suicidal. ' ) 

Amersham 432000. oanoury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556, Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011 


Always there at the end of the line 



OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 


★ Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
including sexual problems 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 

★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 242960 


Registered Nursing Home 

Formerly a care home. The Glebe House has now been 
approved as a Registered Nursing Home by the Cheltenham 
and District Health Authority. 

• General and medical patients catered for. 

• The ultimate choice for the highest standards of nursing 
care and comfort in a warm and homely atmosphere. 

• Single and double rooms available. 

• The Glebe House is situated in the peace and tranquility 
of the Cotswolds in the historical town of North I each . off 
the A40 between Burford - Cheltenham, 

Cirencester - MorPton-in-Marsh road. 



• Non-smokers only 

GlebeHouse 

Mill End 
Northleach 
Gloucestershire 
GL54 3HL 

Telephone: Cotswolds 

0451-60735 



For fiirther information please contact the proprietors — Erica M. Granvillc- 
Edmunds and Peter D. Granville- Edmunds. SRN. RCNT. FRSH. MBChA. MRIPHH. 


Encounter with Jesus 


# I WAS born and grew 
up in one of the most 
anonymous suburbs in 
North London. We were a con- 
ventional church-going family 
and I suppose I never question- 
ed what was going on — though 
my overwhelming impression of 
church, where I was a choir 
boy, was of boredom. 

As soon as I went away to do 
my National Service, I more or 
less abandoned church-going 
though I still had that sort of in- 
stinctive feeling about Chris- 
tianity which lots of us have who 
have grown up in the Church. 

When I went to Kings Col- 
lege, London in the 50s I imme- 
diately immersed myself in 




ftjfc of: 

David Winter 


political activity. I became 
chairman of the University’s 
Socialist Society, and led 
various demos and got in with 
a lot of rather strange left-wing 
groups. I don’t doubt that if 
dreams and words could do 
things we would have brought in 
the People’s Republic of Great 
Britain around 1954. 

Political 

I was looking for a political 
solution to the world’s pro- 
blems, and yet at the same time 
I was becoming increasingly 
disillusioned with the sort of 
people who were professional- 
ly engaged in politics. I was a 
bit naive. I expected something 
better. 

Then a woman called Rose 
Osment came to speak to the 
University Christian Group. She 
had been a fairly prominent 
member of the Communist Par- 
ty, and had then become a 
Christian. 

I went to hear her speak and 
I was impressed basically with 
one thing she said: that she had 
come to realise that the problem 
with the world wasn’t the 
economic system but the human 
heart, and that any answer that 
didn’t change the human heart 
would never, in the end, change 
anything. 

About the same time, 
somebody else said something to 
me. It may sound very simple 
now, but they said that Chris- 
tianity wasn’t primarily a code 
of behaviour nor a system of 
belief but a person, Jesus Christ. 


I suppose it was, and I can only 
use the cliche, “an encounter 
with Jesus Christ’’, to describe 
what changed me, the reality of 
which remains with me to this 
day. 

That did change the direction 
of my life. I became a school 
teacher for five years, and then 
subsequently a journalist for 1 1 
years and eventually went on in- 
to broadcast journalism. I first 
joined the BBC in 1971, to work 
on a new religious news 
magazine programme on Radio 
4 called “Sunday”. It’s still on 
the air today, and indeed more 
popular than ever. 

It seemed to me that a Chris- 
tian in journalism or broad- 
casting had a particular 
responsibility to look for the 
truth. Now you can never find 
the whole truth: that doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t ruthlessly 
pursue it, but it simply isn’t 
available to us on earth — a 
point Gerald Priestland makes in 
his book The Dilenunas of Jour- 
nalism, a book that influenced 
me quite a lot. I suppose I went 
through a period in the early 70s 
when my rather simple set of 
Christian beliefs, set in a very 
precise system of belief, had to 
be challenged. 

It was a necessary process, 
and in the course of it I lost 
nothing of the central core of 
truth. But I found myself using 
the Bible in a rather different 
way and finding it a much more 
dynamic book when I approach- 
ed it in a less literal manner. Like 
many other people, things that 


were going on in the Church 
also influenced me: the 

Charismatic Movement on the 
one hand, the effect of the Se- 
cond Vatican Council, all the 
changes in Liturgy, which I 
found immensely exciting and 
which transformed worship for 
me so that I now found worship 
in church to be a high point of 
the week. 

Soon after I became Head of 
Religious Broadcasting, I was 
ordained Deacon and then 
Priest, having done the NSM 
course at Oakhill College in 
North London. Some people 
have asked me why on earth, at 
this relatively late stage in my 
life, I turned to the full-time 
Ministry. 

It’s hard to be specific about 
things like a call of God. How- 
ever, I do know exactly when it 
happened. 

Pastoral 

In the parish in North London 
where I lived and had been a 
Reader for many years, there 
were two years without a vicar. 
For quite a lot of that time I was 
the Reader- in-charge and was 
doing a lot of the pastoral work 
in the parish. I had always felt 
that whereas I could cope fairly 
proficiently with preaching, 
teaching the faith and conduct- 
ing services, all things that 
readers specialise in, the 
pastoral side of the Christian 
ministry would be very difficult 
for me. 

But, during that time, I 
discovered that the very area in 
which I felt the most inadequate 
was the one where God could 
use me most. I realised that at 
this stage God really did want 
me as a Priest in the Church of 
God and I went forward for or- 
dination. 


Leaving the BBC and coming 
to Oxfordshire has been a 
fascinating experience. My 
ministry has moved from a 
broad diffused focus to a nar- 
rower but sharper one. And 
there’s the joy of working with 
my wife Christine as a ‘team’. 
Our three children are grown up 
and flown the nest, and now I 
suppose, we’re more or less 
back where we started, just two 
of us, tackling a new enterprise 
together. 

Like many Christians I was 
delighted to hear that there was 
going to be a Decade of 
Evangelism. There has been a 
growing audience for religious 
programmes on radio and tele- 
vision over the last ten years. 
This hasn’t yet shown itself in 
a massive return to Church but 
it does show a new interest in 
faith and it seems to me that the 
Decade is well-timed, perhaps 
timed by God, to meet this need 
and to direct it, channel it into 
an orthodox Christianity. 

Evangelism 

Some people go off into 
spiritualism or into Eastern 
relious sects or to various cults 
or get caught up in astrology or 
other substitutes for true religion 
but it seems to me that all these 
other answers are just a detour 
from the faith that is waiting for 
them in the parish church that’s 
on the corner of their road. 

So, it was the concept of 
parish ministry that drew me in- 
to the Christian ministry and 
really the parish that drew me to 
Oxford. I have to say that the job 
of working in the Diocese in the 
cause of evangelism will only 
make sense 

if it also makes sense in 
Ducklington. y 


David Winter was born in 
Wood Green , North London. 
He read English at London 
University before becoming 
a teacher and then a jour- 
nalist. In 1971 he first join- 
ed the BBC to produce their 
then new "Sunday" pro- 
gramme and was appointed 
head of Religious Broad- 
casting (radio and television) 
in 1987. He has also written 
a score of books including a 
biography of Cliff Richard , a 
best seller on life after death 
and more recently Battered 
Bride , a picture of the 
Church in Britain. Two years 
ago David was ordained in- 
to the Non-Stipendiary 
Ministry and since July this 
year has been Priest-in- 
charge of Ducklington. He 
and Christine have been 
married for 28 years. She is 
a Reader and a Health Visitor 
and they have three grown 
up children. 


PARISH OF 


PINGRUM SPECIALIST TOURS 


GREAT CHESHAM 

A Team Ministry with three full-time and one 
part-time clergy and a strong support team of 
NSMs, Readers and laity — require: 

PARISH 

CO-ORDINATOR 

This is a senior appointment; the pivot of the affairs of 
the Team Ministry, its churches and members. 

We need an energetic, pro-active administrator who 
will act as the Personal Assistant to the Team Rector, 
Business Manager and Co-ordinator. 

The Parish Co-ordinator will also be responsible for 
reviewing the existing organisational structures, their 
amendment and implementation. 

Written applications , with c. v. , to: 

Canon Robin Smith 

The Rectory 
Church Street 
Chesham, Bucks HP5 1HY 


PINGRUM 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 


Bucks, HP20 1TJ. 

Telephone: 0296 394404 

- \ PLEASE APPLY FOR DETAILS OF ANY TOUR: 

Nov 18-i8: Birdwatch to L. Ichkeul, and the Sahara Fringe £420 
Feb 16-23^Carthage &*Roman North Africa £360 

March 4-12: Archaeological & Botanical Tour of Sicily £410 

March 4-12: Norman 'Sicily £420 

March 17-27: Naturewatch to Tunisia & The Sahara Fringe £430 
Sun April 8-15: The Minoan Civilisation £388 

Wed April 8-15: The Natural History of Crete £388 

Fri Eve April 20-22: Naturewatch Lundy & Cheddar Gorge £69 
Thur April 26-30: Castle & Megaliths of Jersey £140 

Thur April 26-30: The Natural History of Jersey £140 

Mon April 30-May 4: The Natural History of Brittany £140 

April 30-May 3: Megaliths of Brittany (+Mont St Michel) £140 

April 26-May 4: Archaeological Tour of Jersey & Brittany £260 

April 26-May 4: Natural History of Jersey & Brittany £260 

Mon May 14-22: The Seven Churches of Asia £430 

May 14-29: Hittite & Neolithic Turkey £675 

May 14-22: Birds of Lake Manyas & Western Anatolia £425 

May 14-29: The Birds and Flowers of Turkey £675 

May 28- June 12: Ancient Civilisations of Eastern Turkey £695 
June 1-4: Cuthbert’s Northumbria £130 

June 1-4: Great Gardens of the North & The Flower Festival £135 
June 9-16: Naturewatch to the Pyrenees £392 

June 23-30: Flowers, Butterflies & Birds of the Alps £385 
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Mission: Sharing God's love 


IN the last of three 
articles based on his 
Visitation to all 29 
Deaneries last sum- 
mer, the Bishop of 
Oxford looks at the 
subject of Mission and 
its expression through 
evangelism and ser- 
vice. 



• How are you helping 

people to become 

Christians? 

• What steps does your 

parish take to relate to 
the needs of all sectors of 
your local community , 
especially the 

“deprived”? 

• In what ways does your 
parish challenge injustice 
in church and society? 

Sharing in the outgoing 
love of God: Mission is a 
“turn-off’ word. We have 
heard it so many times before 
and it has so many misleading 
associations. But Mission is 
simply sharing in the outgoing 
love of God. 

It is rooted and grounded in 
prayer and prayer is itself a form 
of mission. But essentially Mis- 
sion takes the form of 
evangelism and service. 
Evangelism: The Pope has 
called for a decade of 
evangelisation, and the Lambeth 
Conference last year called for 
a decade of evangelism. This 
has also been taken up by the 
General Synod of the Church of 
England. Our Diocese intends to 
take it very seriously indeed. 

All parishes indicated in their 
replies to me a concern about the 
lack of response to the Christian 


orientate our church life to the 
reality of the situation in which 
we live, which is one of mission. 
Active church people now form 
hardly ten per cent of the 
population. The vast majority, 
whatever their residual beliefs, 
are very uninformed about the 
Christian faith and for the most 
part indifferent to it. 

How we should orientate 
ourselves as a Diocese to this 
great task will emerge over the 
next year. As you know, I have 
appointed David Winter, until 
recently Head of Religious 
Broadcasting at the BBC, to be 
our Officer for Evangelism, and 
he will be helping us to form a 
Diocesan mind and approach for 
our task. 

Service: Evangelism is insep- 
arable from service. It was good 
to see from the replies such a 
wide variety of forms of service 
to the community. More often 
than not this was service offered 
by individuals through secular 
organisations. 

But sometimes individual 
churches have taken the in- 
itiative to meet some particular 
need. 

Children and Young Peo- 
ple: Most parishes indicated 
a sense of failure and inade- 
quacy in their ministry to 
children and young people. 
There is a desperate need not on- 
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faith in our society. People talk- 
ed about indifference, apathy 
and the difficulty of com- 
municating the Christian faith in 
what one priest described as an 
atmosphere of “benevolent 
neutrality”. 

1 think that some parishes who 
are hesitant in their replies about 
mission and evangelism sold 
themselves short. For many of 
the things we do at the moment 
are important forms of outreach: 
Ministries of welcome for 
newcomers in the parish, street 
stewards who look out for needs 
in the neighbourhood, news- 
letters, or Christmas cards to 
every door in the parish, and so 
on. 

These are all small but faithful 
signs of mission. But clearly 
there is much more that we will 
need to think about doing. 

The first requirement is to 


ly to attract the young to our 
churches, but to retain their 
allegiance during the difficult 
years of adolescence. 

Work with young people, in 
particular, seems to be an activi- 
ty which can only benefit from 
being done at a deanery or 
ecumenical level as well as in 
the parish. The Diocese also of- 
fers residential experience for 
young people. 

Since I have been in the 
Diocese I have experienced two 
such events when 150 or so 
young people from parishes all 
over the Diocese have spent a 
weekend together. I think such 
gatherings are particularly 
useful for young people from 
small parishes where there may 
not be very much in the way of 
youth work. 

Pamela Jones, the new Child- 
ren’s Officer, and Annette 


Nixon, the Diocesan Youth 
Officer, are available to be con- 
sulted by parishes who are try- 
ing to strengthen their work in 
this field. But there are a number 
of key points that need to be 
borne in mind by everyone. 

First, the PCC itself must ac- 
cept full responsibility for work 
with children and young people, 
and keep it high on its agenda. 
In some parishes it is still left to 
a tiny band of faithful helpers. 

Secondly, children and young 
people are not simply the 
Church of the future, though 
they are that of course, but they 
are fellow pilgrims with us now. 
Children in the Way is very 
helpful in making this point. 

If work with children and 
young people is really to suc- 
ceed in the church they must be 
made to feel warmly welcomed 
and fully part of its life. 

The Wider Witness: The 

Church is a sign of the Kingdom 
of God, God’s just and gentle 
rule which embraces all things 
and which will one day fulfil all 
things. So our witness concerns 
the whole of human life, not 
least our place of work. 


This witness is not simply a 
question of relating to in- 
dividuals but a reflection on the 
whole context of our working 
life. This is another area in 
which the Church has failed to 
help as much as it ought to have 
done. 

In a few parishes, we have 
had pioneer projects on the 
whole relationship between faith 
and work. Some parishes have 
gone away for a weekend to 
discuss this theme. Others have 
members of the congregation 
talking at a church service from 
time to time about their work. 

But clearly this is an area of 
life that needs to be developed 
much more strongly in the 
year’s ahead. We still tend to 
confine our Christian faith to 
what goes on inside us or to 
interpersonal relations. 

The wider witness also in- 
cludes witness in the economic 
and political spheres. A number 
of pressing concerns arose out 
of the Visitation, not least the 
shortage of affordable housing 
in rural areas as well as in 
towns. 

I hope this is an area in which 
the Diocese will be able to make 


some contribution, perhaps 
through co-operation between 
the Glebe Committee, Housing 
Associations and Local 
Authorities. 

Although it is an enormous 
task with which we are faced, 
and there are great difficulties, 
I also believe that as a Church 
there are real opportunities be- 
ing presented to us at the mo- 


ment if we can only take them. 

If we are spiritually sensitive 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
and if we use our God-given 
imagination there are many 
ways in which we can share in 
God’s outgoing love to the peo- 
ple whom we are called to serve. 

I am grateful for the privilege 
of sharing in this task with you. 


Help to share your faith 

THE Revd David Winter is the newly-appointed Officer for 
Evangelism in the diocese of Oxford. 


If parishes, groups or in- 
dividuals are looking for help, 
guidance or training in any area 
of evangelism, they are invited 
to get in touch with him, either 
at Church House or at The Rec- 
tory, 6 Standlake Road, Duck- 
lington, 0X8 7XG (Tel: 0993 
776625). 

Help is also available from the 
Parish Development Officers in 
each of the Areas (Buckingham- 
shire, Bedfordshire and Oxford- 
shire), who can be contacted 
through Church House (0865 
244566). 


A number of courses and 
training days are being planned 
by the Oxford Diocesan Institute 
and the Christian Training 
Scheme in the Areas in the 
whole field of “Sharing the 
Faith”, and details of these will 
be given in later issues of The 
DOOR. 

The first of them, geared to 
the Decade of Evangelism, is 
being organised by the Chiltern 
Christian Training Scheme on 
Tuesday evenings from October 
3 1 to November 21 , at Chesham 
Bois, led by David Winter. 


HARVEST OF YOUT 


■ 




CHILDREN from the “Clumps Cluster”, a group of children walked up to take part in the open air celebra- 
primary schools in the Long Wittenham area, held an tion which was conducted by the Revd Ken Reeves, 
unusual harvest festival on September 29 high up in the honorary curate of Dorchester Abbey, accompanied by 
Sinodun Hills in the shadow of the famous Wittenham a children’s music group, and followed by a picnic. 
Clumps. Carrying their harvest offerings with them 800 Photo: Frank Blackwell. 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

r 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 





"THE RECITATIVE" 
£4,995 


CHURCH 
ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

|H A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced from 
£425 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 
Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone 01 370 3431 


A. W. FLETCHER 

Natural dry stone walling and repairs 

Painter and Decorator 

TELEPHONE: FREELAND 

0993 881979 



fit 

wvvvw 


DOUAI SCHOOL 

Upper Woolhampton 
Reading RG7 5TH 
Telephone: 0734-713114 
300 BOYS 11-18 

Day, Boarding and Weekly Boarding 
Most boys are Roman Catholic but other 
Christians are also welcome. 
Assisted place at 1 1 . 

Academic, Music and Art Scholarships at 
13. 

Sixth form scholarships. 

The School will be participating in the 
Newbury ISIS Exhibition on November 
the 9th. 

Details and prospectus from the headmaster 
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FROM THE 
H BISHOP OF h 
OXFORD 


I RARELY fail to be moved by 
the list of names on War 
Memorials. I think of the long 
list of people killed in the 
1914-18 War in the porch of 
Christ Church Cathedral: the 
cream of British aristocracy, 
with a Lord or an Honourable 
every few lines. I think of a list 
for the same war in a tiny 
village in South Germany, col- 
umn after column, so that 
more than half the male 
population must have been 
killed. All these lives cut short, 
without proper opportunity 
for fulfilment, their potential 
unrealised. 

Harold Macmillan felt that 
as a result of his experience in 
the First World War which he 
survived when most of his 
friends did not, he had a deep 
sense of obligation and respon- 
sibility to try to do for society 
what those who had perished 
were unable to do. 

Not having fought in the 
great wars of this century I 
cannot claim that strong sense 
of indebtedness. Nevertheless, 
I know that the best 
characteristics of the society in 
which we now live are with us 
because people in the past 
were prepared to make sacri- 
fices. For all its faults our 
society expresses and safe- 
guards certain fundamental 
human values. 

These values are ours 
because our forbears were 
prepared to defend them. To- 
day, there tends to be a 
fashionable relativism, the 
assumption being that 
everything is as bad as 
everything else. The 50th an- 
niversary of the outbreak of 
the Second World War should 
remind us how false that view 
is. 

Forces can take hold of 
societies, which are alien, 
destructive and hostile to our 
most cherished beliefs. The 
defence of our society against 
the poison of Nazism was a 
just and honourable cause. It 
is right that we.should be in- 
debted to those who died or 
who were wounded or who 
suffered in other ways. It is 
right that we should express 
that sense of indebtedness, by 
striving to make our society as 
good as it can be. 

Edmund Burke wrote that 
society is a partnership, not 
only between the living, but 
between the living and the 
departed and those who are 
yet to be born. ’Society is an 
organic whole. Our corporate 
memory not only gives us a 
sense of who we are but can 
deepen our sense of the values 
which we share and which are 
worth cherishing in our time. 



New heart for monastic life 


“I LOST my friar’s heart two 
years before I lost my friar’s 
coat”, wrote the Dominican 
Prior of King’s Langley — an 
opinion widely shared among 
his colleagues 450 years ago. 

Although between 1535 and 
1539 monasticism, one of the 
great institutions of medieval 
Christendom, was to disappear 
for over 300 years, it did not 
happen “at a stroke”. It is 
sometimes represented like this, 
and there was some loot, and 
Henry VIII and his friends did 
benefit from it. However, the 
Dissolution was a part of a 
gradual process which is 
represented clearly by what hap- 
pened to monks, friars, nuns and 
canons in what is now our 
Diocese of Oxford. 

The main cause of the loss of 
heart was that the much needed 
re-formation of the monastic call 
to prayer, hospitality and alms- 
giving, which would have given 
new encouragement to monks 
and nuns in Tudor England, was 
not politically possible. 

The need for reform was due 
to the theological changes which 
had taken place. Many of the 
monks had gone to university, 
returning to their abbeys with 
their heads full of the new learn- 
ing in which prayers for the 
dead, relics, and a pattern of life 
which seemed out of tune with 
the times, had no place. 

Abbot Austen, of Rewley in 
the suburbs of Oxford, went 
happily to Trinity Hall, Cam- 
bridge to “study in the word of 
God sincerely”. Others were 
stimulated by parish work, and 
when St Frideswide’s was clos- 
ed down in 1526, eight of the 15 
canons went to parishes in Ox- 
fordshire and Buckinghamshire. 
Some time later, Abbot King of 
Oseney and Thame became the 
first Bishop of Oxford, and his 
former Abbey the first 
Cathedral. 

Morale in some monasteries 
was so bad that a Priory like 
Cold Norton in Oxfordshire had 
no canons left when it was even- 
tually dissolved, so its assets 





The monastic life is in good heart in our Diocese. Turn to pages 8 and 9 to see how. 


were given to Brasenose College 
to support the learning for which 
the Priory had been founded. 

At the Dissolution there were 
some in whom the original voca- 
tion burned strongly. They were 
transferred to convents overseas 
or martyred for their beliefs. 
There were also those like the 
Abbot of Reading (a town well 
known for its ecclesiastical in- 
trigues) who claimed to profess 
the new theology, but died on 
the scaffold for harbouring an 
old friend who had insisted on 
keeping a relic of St 


Anastasius’s head. 

Monastic scandals only played 
a small part in the supression. 
Admittedly, the nuns of 
Godstow were in trouble as ear- 
ly as the 15th century for giv- 
ing feasts to Oxford 
undergraduates — and perhaps 
the Abbess protested too much 
a 100 years later when she wrote 
to the King’s Vicar general: “Be 
assured there is neither Pope, 
purgatory, images nor pilgrim- 
age nor praying to dead saints 
used among us.” 

It is true that the Prioress of 


Littlemore had an illegitimate 
daughter brought up in the con- 
vent and at their expense, and 
that the Abbot of Abingdon, 
having lost his seat in the House 
of Lords, retired in comfort to 
his manor house at Cumnor. 

So while “divers and great 
solemn monasteries of this 
realm” were exempt from the 
Act of Dissolution in 1536, 
because in them “thanks be to 
God, religion is right well kept 
and observed”, it was not long 
before one of the most 
far-reaching experiments in 


nationalisation ever known in 
this country had been com- 
pleted, and almost all the 
monks, nuns and friars and 
canons in the land — over 
10,000 of them — had disap- 
peared. 

Successive generations of 
Christians have founded new 
monastic orders and refounded 
old ones, and in our present 
culture there is no threat of 
closure. The monastic “loss of 
heart” of the 1960s has been 
followed by an opportunity for 
reformation, refounding and 
renewal. The religious houses 
have opened themselves to the 
Holy Spirit, offering their voca- 
tion to the work of ministry and 
mission in our time. . 

A rebellion in support of the 
monks in the 16th century fail- 
ed partly because the River Don, 
burst its banks, an event describ- 
ed as a “great miracle of God”. 
Perhaps the true miracle, 
however, was that the closure of 
the monasteries gave time for 
the Church of England to 
rediscover monasticism and to 
refound it in a -new and vigorous 
way in the 19th century. 

An even greater miracle is the 
renewal in monastic life which 
is happening now. The accounts 
on pages 8 and 9 provide a win- 
dow to what is happening. 

Vincent Strudwick 

Canon Strudwick is Director of 
the Diocesan Institute and 
Chaplain-General to the Nuns ’ 
at All Saints \ Oxford. For 14 
years he was a member of an 
Anglican monastic community. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


October-December “Pray- 
ing for the Diocese” leaflets 
are still available ... If you 
would like one please send an 
SAE to the department of 
Parish Resources, Diocesan 
Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


The DOOR is published 
ten times a year by the 
Diocese of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Zwart 
Sub-editor: Ian Smith 
Distribution Manager: Tim Russian 

Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg (Brill), John Crowe (Chairman), 
Richard Hughes (Whitchurch-on-Thames), John Morrison (Aylesbury) r 
William Purcell (Botley), Tim Russian (Long Crendon), Richard Thomas 
(Communications Officer), Andrew Warbutton (Chesham), John 
Winnington-Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter (Parish Resources). 
Editorial address: Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
0NB. Telephone: 0865 244566. 

Advertising: Goodhead Publishing Ltd, 33 Witney Road, Eynsham, 
Oxford, OX8 1PJ. Telephone 0865 880505. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited 
(Secretary — T. C. Landsbert) whose registered office is Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

The copy deadline for the December issue is November 13. Adver- 
tising November 10. 


Most high and glorious God , 
come and enlighten the 
darkness of our hearts. Give us 
a true faith , a certain hope and 
a perfect love . 

Give us a sense of the Divine 
and a knowledge of Yourself so 
that we may do everything in. 
fulfilment of your holy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(St Francis) 

Please pray for: 

Bishop John and his family as 
they begin their ministry in 
Berkshire. 

The Bishop of Buckingham 
and his family. Bishop Simon 
celebrated 15 years as Bishop of 
Buckingham on October 18. 

The religious communities of 
our Diocese and those who may 
feel called to join them. 

Those who are deaf and those 
who minister to them. 

David, Michael and his wife 
Jenny, Bob, Roger, David, Ted, 
Karl, Colin, Stephen, Jonathan, 
Simon, Stephen, David, Sonny, 
Michael whom Bishop Simon 
will confirm in Grendon Prison 
on November 6. 


Readers urged 
to ‘think big 9 


“I PRESUME that the life of a 
Reader is a life of perpetual 
study.” So said Bishop Stuart 
Blanch, addressing some 45 
Readers at one of their most re- 
cent training days held at Kirt- 
lington School. 

Few dioceses can be as for- 
tunate as Oxford in being able 
to give its Readers the oppor- 
tunity to lpam from so many 
distinguished scholars resident 
in the area, who are willing to 
give up their time to make 
readers more effective in their 
ministry. 

Bishop Blanch was one of a 
renowned company that has also 
included in recent years Bishop 
Kenneth Cragg, Canon John 
Fenton and Bishop George Ap- 
pleton who, in July, under the 
title “Praying the Bible”, 
shared .with Readers his 
understanding of how Jesus us- 
ed the Scriptures. 

Bishop Blanch gave the morn- 


ing at Kirtlington to sharing 
some of the fruits of a lifetime 
of Old Testament study. Here 
were riches fpr the preacher, as 
the Bishop showed how the Old 
Testament made the New Testa- 
ment intelligible and urged that 
in preaching they should always 
try to get back to Old Testament 
models. 

He also suggested ways in 
which the Old Testament could 
be used in sermons on the ma- 
jor festivals, as well as at 
Harvest time (“You have the 
whole doctrine of Creation to go 
from”) and National occasions 
(emphasising the Providence of 
God, showing God is in con- 
trol). As a final instruction. 
Bishop Blanch urged: “Always 
preach about big themes, even 
if you fail.” 

His suggestions were put into 
practice in the workshop session 
that followed, conducted by the 
Warden, Revd Martin Gillham. 



94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 

A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ ... 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 

~ WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 



FREE CAR PHONE 

BUY 1 NEC 11A CARPHONE 

GET 1 FREE 

LIMITED OFFER ONLY 

100 AVAILABLE 


If you are looking for a fitted in- 
car or a hand portable phone 
check out our prices now!! 

NEC 11A IN CAR £150.00 

NEC 9A HAND PORTABLE £400.00 

MOTOROLA 4800X IN CAR £1 20.00 

MOTOROLA 8500X HAND 
PORTABLE £390.00, 

all prices inclusive of V.A. T. 

Don't be out of touch 
Out of date 

Out of pocket 

Call 

SELECT TELECOM NOW!! 

0860 848772 
0860 211708 



CHROMAtech 

Computer generated graphics and 
Photographic services 

55 St Clements, Oxford OX4 1AG 
Tel: (0865) 241018 Fax: (0865) 790848 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY 


The Council of the Royal School of Church Music invites 
applications for the post of Secretary (Chief Executive) from 
1 June 1990, pursuant to the retirement of 
Mr. V. E. Waterhouse. 

Details of the appointment and application form may be 
obtained from: 

The Director's Secretary, 

The Royal School of Church Music, 

Addington Palace, Croydon, CR9 5AD 

Closing date : 24th November 1989 
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Question of baptism 



GEOFFREY Pinnock 

(September DOOR) must know 
that the Goreham Judgement by 
the Privy Council states definite- 
ly that the Church of England 
does not, of necessity, teach 
baptismal regeneration. The 
throwaway line is that prison is 
full of the baptised but it did not 
seem to do them any good. 

However, we can confident- 
ly baptise the children of 
believers — for the Prayer Book 
and A.S.B. are not written for 
half-believers, all from 
“4-square to 3-ply”. The.*, 
presumption is that the users are 
genuine believers expressing 
their faith with a confident ex- 
pectation of God’s grace and 
future activity. 

The Compilers pf 1662 were 
good men, but did not get 
everything right. Sacramental 
language always has its dif- 
ficulties and needs further com- 
mentary. Generation speaks of 
life; regeneration speaks of, new 
life, eternal life, life in the 
Spirit. 

The two Old Testament 
sacraments of circumcision and 
the Passover, pointing forward 
to Baptism and Holy Commu- 
nion, were applied to Israelite 
believers and their children. The 
children were brought within the 
sphere of covenant grace, and 
the same principle applies to the 
children of the new Israel — the 
Church. Baptism is a title deed. 

It conveys the promise of God 
but we are called to enter into 
our inheritance. 

That involves appropriation or 
decision. Of course, not all 
Christians are aware of a mo- 
ment of decision or spiritual 
birth, but they are aware of the 
possession of life in the Spirit. 

The question asked by Paul 
when he encountered some 
Ephesians who had received 
John’s baptism, a baptism which 
pointed forward to the coming 
Messiah, was: “Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you believ- 
ed?’’. They did not, because 
they had not believed on Jesus 
the Son of God as Saviour, Lord 
and Master. 

Paul was later to write to the 
Romans: “If, any man/woman 
has not received the Spirit of 
Christ he/she is none of His’’. 
There is a consistency of thought 
in his letters. 

Baptism by the Holy Spirit in- 
itiates us into life in Christ. 
Whatever subsequent ex- 
periences of filling and anoin- 
ting, so necessary and so 
generously bestowed, they are 
not baptism in the Spirit which 
speaks of beginnings and 
spiritual birth. 

Thank God for a genuinely- 
Christian background and up- 
bringing. This is a wonderful 
privilege. Nevertheless, a time 
must come even in our earliest 
days when we say: “He is my 


Lord and my God’’, however 
inarticulately. 

The Revd George Whitfield 
was perhaps the greatest and 
most powerful preacher that 
England has ever produced. He 
was once asked: “Why do you 
so often preach on the verse 
‘You must be bom again’?’’ He 
replied: “Because you must be 
born again.’’ And so you must. 

The Revd Peter Downham, 
Greyfriars, Reading . 

AS Baptists who receive The 
DOOR from our Parish Church, 
we feel we must write in 
answser to Revd Geoffrey Pin- 
nock’s letter regarding “Twice 
Bom?’’ Nowhere in the New 
Testament does it say that a cer- 
tain ceremony makes a person 
a Christian. 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
“Except a man be bom again, 
he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.’’ (John 3). 

A person becomes a Christian 
on acceptance of Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord. (Acts 2). The 
only scriptural baptism is by im- 
mersion after repentance and 
faith, symbolising burial with 
Christ and rising to newness of 
life in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to a life of work and 
witness to the praise and glory 
of God (Romans 6 and Colos- 
sians 2). 

J. R. and P . Swannell , 
Great Kimble , 
Aylesbury 

Interfaith 

IN a recent Diocesan mailing, 
we were sent a prayer drawn up 
by the Inter-Faith Committee for 
the Rights of Jews, Christians 
and Muslims in the Soviet 
Union. 

I am most unhappy with this 
attempt to encourage members 
of different faiths, with fun- 
damentally opposed beliefs, to 
use the same form of words in 
addressing God. It seems to me 
dishonest to gloss over these dif- 
ferences by finding a formula 
that each party can agree to. it 
would seem that the committee 
which drew up the prayer has 
extracted important beliefs 


which each faith holds pas- 
sionately, in order to arrive at 
an irreducible minimum that 
they can be persuaded to use. 

For instance, the first 
paragraph of the prayer reads: 
“. . . as heirs of a tradition which 
goes back to Abraham we 
believe that there is one and only 
one God , Creator of heaven and 
earth; that He is all-powerful, 
all-wise, all-just and all- 
merciful; and that through His 
prophets He has made known to 
us what He requires of us. ” 

No doubt Jews, Muslims and 
Christians all believe in the 
Power, Wisdom, Justice and 
Mercy of God. However, what 
was proclaimed by the OT Pro- 
phets is not the same message as 
proclaimed by Mohammed. It is 
not true that He has made known 
to us through His prophets all 
that he requires of us. 

He may, in the words of 
Micah, have commended to us 
the love of justice, mercy and 
humility; BUT the prophets 
were looking forward to further 
revelation. The apostle Peter 
makes this very plain (1 Peter 
1: 10-12) when he speaks of the 
privileged position of his readers 
compared to the prophets. 
Clearly there is something sub- 
Christian about this prayer. 

It might be redeemed if it 
were addressed to God through 
the mediation of and in the name 
of jesus Christ — but of course 
the traditional expression 
“Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord’’ has been excluded 
because it would offend Jews 
and Muslims. Would it not be 
more honest to accept the fact 
that there is a great disparity bet- 
ween the three faiths, and to en- 
courage the content of the prayer 
to be used by each faith in its 
own way? 

The Revd David Bishop 
St Clements , Oxford. 


Ecumenism 

ONE of the bright and en- 
couraging signs on the troubled 
horizons of the ecumenical 
scene has, in recent years, been 
the developing dialogue and 
increasingly-mutual understand- 


ing between the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and the Anglican 
Communion, including the 
Church of England. 

But I think it is time for a dose 
of healthy realism to be injected 
into Anglican expectations of the 
outcome of this rapprochement, 
at least as far as England is con- 
cerned. 

The fact is that, in spite of the 
splendid work of ARCIC and in 
spite of positive affirmations by 
individual Roman Catholics 
concerning Anglican orders (by 
word, if not in print), Rome is 
not going to recognise the validi- 
ty of Anglican orders in 
England. It is not going to do so 
because it cannot. 

For, if Rome were to 
recognise Anglican orders in 
England it would, by 
acknowledging what the Church 
of England has always claimed 
to be, namely the Catholic 
Church of the English people — 
thereby completely undermine 
the raison d'etre of the Roman 
Catholic Church in this country. 

If it did recognise Anglican 
order, what would be the point 
of the Roman Church continu- 
ing with their parallel catholic 
ministry, while at the same time 
acknowledging that the Church 
of England was exercising that 
role — and also possessed its 
heritage in this country? 

So let us in the Church of 
England have all the rapproche- 
ment and co-operation with the 
Roman Catholic Church that is 
possible, but let us put aside the 
illusion that Rome might 
recognise Anglican orders in 
this century, or perhaps even the 
next. 

And let us face up to the ques- 
tion of the ordination of women 
on its own merits, without look- 
ing over our shoulder at Rome. 

Dr A. R. Peacock , 
Oxford 

Own label 

DURING September, our 
Parish was able to use the 
surplus copies of The DOOR to 
distribute to local shoppers last 
Saturday morning. The reaction 
to the Church giving something 
away “free’’ was quite aston- 
ishing. 

You will have to forgive us, 
though, because we added 
something to the front page. In 
order to maximise our Parish 
publicity for CUF National 
Week we added a self-adhesive 
label publicising a special Ser- 
vice of Light. 

Philip Ringer, 
Chalfont St Peter, 
Bucks 

Other parishes please note. 
We think this is a brilliant way 
of using surplus copies and 
publicising your local church’s 
events. — Editor. 


Do you need a hand filing your nails? 

... or perhaps holding a hand of 
cards is not as easy as it used to 
be. 

For details of our range of mail 
order products aimed at solving 
these and other problems, please 
write to: 

GOLDEN AGE (Products that lend a hand) 

310 Cressex Road, High Wycombe 
Bucks HP12 4UH 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old 
box Brownie, photographs in any condition can be 
copied, improved and reproduced to full archival 
standards of performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, 0X7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 





SOMERSET 

SURVIVAL 

Adventure Training 



includes: 


ABSEILING ★ CAVING ★ SURVIVAL 
NAVIGATION ★ HORSE RIDING 
Discounts for Organised Parties 
For further information contact: 

SOMERSET SURVIVAL 


1 1 Brines Orchard, Templecombe, 
Somerset BA8 OJL 


TEL: (0963) 70969 

(24 hours ) 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1.62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 51 HILL 
AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 
or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 



All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage . 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and Gymnastic 
Leotards available. 

Christmas gifts for the 
ballerina in the family . 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 


Tel: (0235) 554060 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 

ASSOCIATES 


Chartered Surveyors 

n J 

<£_ 



55 High Street, Waddesdon 
Bucks HP1 8 OJB 
Telephone: (0296) 658440 

For friendly advice and professional service on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 

Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

Building Disputes Planning Applications 



Insist on Vessa for Britain’s finest range of 
powerchairs, micro-cars and scooters. For 
details or a free home demonstration, 


@(0784) 451258/9 
C. F. HEWERDINE LTD. 

Devels Lane, Thorpe Lea, Egham, Surrey TW20 8HF 


ETHICAL (™£) 
INVESTMENTS 

Profit with a Conscience 

We are impartial, backed by 20 years' ex- 
perience and offer a professional and personal 
service. 

We are not tied to any bank, building society or 
insurance company, and do not employ any high 
pressure sales techniques. 

WE SPECIALISE IN ETHICAL AND EN- 
VIRONMENTAL INVESTMENTS providing you 
with the opportunity to match your investments 
with your ideals. Companies are evaluated for 
investment potential and screened for social, 
moral and environmental responsibility. 

For further details and our free guide please 
return the coupon or telephone: 



KINGSWOOD CONSULTANTS 

Dept DR, Tetchwick House, Kingswood 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 ORD 
Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 77771 

Ethical Investments interest me. Please send details on: 
Pensions □ Capital Investment □ Regular Savings □ 

I am employed/self-employed DR89 

Amount available for investment £ pa/pm/lump sum 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 

Tel 

Date of birth 




I 

I 

I 

J 
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(Cjc 'fit? 

s&Mphm 

Cmotmn’ 
Centre- 



The historic vicarage of 
Olney, Restored for use in 
the service of Christ. 

GROUP STUDY DAY? 

CHURCH RETREAT or 1 
YOUTH WEEKEND? 

We offer day and residential facilities in this unique setting at 
very attractive rates. 

Olney is a charming rural town just 15 mins from the Ml 
(J14), close to Bedford, Northampton and Milton Keynes. 

For full details please write to The Administrator at: 

The John Newton Christian Centre , Church Street , Olney , 
Bucks , MK46 4 AD, or telephone: (0234) 713162 

Registred No. 1986366 Limited by guarantee Charity No. 294412 


‘LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwkk Grove 
Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free car 
parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities at 
reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath 
Crawley, West Sussex RH11 OPY 

Airport parking available for non residents 
at very competitive prices 


CALDICOTT 

(Boarding and Day Boys' 
Preparatory School, IAPS) 

For September 1990 

A limited number of academic awards, up to full fees, 
is being offered to boys of high academic potential, 
currently attending State Schools, and aged between 
10 and 11 on September 1st 1990. 

Examinations: 

MONDAY-TUESDAY 
MARCH 19th/20th 1990 

Full details and application forms from: 

The Headmaster 
CALDICOTT 

Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL 


CHRISTIAN COUNSELLOR 


The Institute, which is a church-linked Christian counsell- 
ing agency based in Oxford, wants to appoint another part- 
time core counsellor as one of the team of staff of the In- 
stitute, who will also be able to contribute significantly to 
the administration of the Institute. The Institute offers an ex- 
plicitly Christian approach to individual clients coming for 
help, offers support groups for local clergy and church-based 
carers, and runs seminars and training courses. 


Applicants should be committed Christians, professionally 
trained and experienced as counsellors or in a field related 
to counselling. We hope to be able to appoint someone able 
to work about 20 hours a week, for which a salary of up 
to about £5,500 (pro-rata of the diocesan stipend) will be 
offered. 


THE 

OXFORD 

CHRISTIAht 

INSTITUTE 

FOR 

counselling 


For further information and ap- 
plication details, please write to: 
Dr John Hall, OCIC, 11 Norham 
Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PS. 


bights & 
Shades 

. . . invite you to enhance your home and garden 
with their extensive range of Exterior < 
Lanterns and Modern Flood Lighting. 

“NORAL” Outside Lanterns and 
Lamp Posts. High quality cast 
aluminium exterior lighting. 
Available in three finishes: 
a Antique Green, Classic Black and 
Stylish White, to co-ordinate 
perfectly with your home. 
Combine this with our INFRA- 
RED SENSOR SWITCH for 
security and peace of mind. 

We offer an EXTENSIVE 
SLECTION of attractive lighting 
goods for your ceilings, walls, 
tables and floors. 

100’s of specialist light bulbs and 
helpful advice. All our light 
fittings are fully tested. 
GERRARDS CROSS 889609 
79-81 Packhorse Road 
RUISLIP 674075 
1 64 High Street 
AYLESBURY 82317 
44 High Street 
HIGH WYCOMBE 459609 
"Home of Interiors", Frogmore A 
AMERSHAM 721924 
1 3 Mill Avenue 


!r 


The Door, November 1989 



THIS IS OUR DIOCESE 

Religious Comm 


"A CONDITION OF 
COMPLETE 
SIMPLICITY 
COSTING NOT 
LESS THAN 
EVERYTHING" 


THE monastic life is rooted 
in the teaching of Jesus 
Christ and his call to some of 
his disciples to give up their 
possessions, and accept 
voluntary celibacy for the 
sake of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

The first monks were 
solitaries (the word ‘monos’ 
means alone), but soon some of 
them gathered in informal 
groups and before long formal 
communities had begun to ap- 
pear. So monasticism emerged 
as a distinct way of life within 
the Church. 

Today, there are only 1,600 
Anglican monks and nuns in 
England compared with more 
than 10,000 before the Dissolu- 
tion of the Monasteries 450 
years ago. 

Those religious houses that 
remain have undergone pro- 
found changes. However, 
whether their ministry is a con- 
templative or an active one their 
basic aim remains the same — 
to respond to a call from God to 
live the Gospel life as perfectly 
as possible in a spirit of total 
self-dedication. 

In our materialistic age we 
need their example and above all 
their prayers more than ever 
before. 

All Saints Convent 

St Mary’s Road, Oxford OX4 1RU. 
Telephone: 0865 249127 
Order: Society of All Saints Sisters 
of the Poor 

Superior: Mother Helen 
Community: 21 Sisters, one novice, 
one postulant. In the grounds off the 
Cowley Road at St John’s Home for 
the Elderly (38 residents); Helen 
House, a hospice giving respite to 
children with life-threatening 
illnesses; The Porch, a drop centre 
for the homeless (see photograph 
right), a church embroidery depart- 
ment; a small guest house and a 
Communion wafer bakery. 
Offered: Personal retreats and 
counselling; small conference 
facilities; speaking and preaching 
undertaken. 

The Society of All Saints Sisters 
of the Poor was founded in 1857 
by Harriet Brownlow Byron 
with the support of William Up- 
ton Richards, first Vicar of All 
Saints, Margaret Street in Lon- 
don. Over the years the work of 
the Community has taken many 
forms including care of the 
poor, the destitute and the dy- 
ing, running children’s homes 
and parish, mission and retreat 
work. 

The Community’s activities 
have always been undergirded 
by a disciplined life under the 
vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience, in which the daily 
Eucharist, Office said together 
in Choir and personal prayer are 
the ways in which the Sisters 
seek to be. “enabled to be chan- 
nels of God’s love to the poor 
in whatever ways we believe the 
Holy Spirit is leading us,’’ as its 


Constitution puts it. 

The Mother House of the 
Society is now in Oxford, 
though a small group of Sisters 
lives at All Saints House, 
Margaret Street, London, where 
they provide accommodation for 
students, and justice and peace 


groups, and are involved in 
hospital chaplaincy work. There 
is also an autonomous congrega- 
tion in America. 

Ascot Priory 

Priory Road, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 
8RT. Telephone: Winkfield Row 
882067. 

Order: Society of the Holy Trinity 
Superior: Mother Hope 
Community: Five Sisters, St 
Christopher’s and St Raphael’s 
Residential homes are leased out as 
a nursing home and a residential 
home. 

Activities offered: Guests are taken, 
and group personal retreats can be 
made, self catering if desired. 

The Community at Ascot Priory 
was founded by Dr Pusey and 
Miss Lydia Sellon of Devonport 
in 1848. The Sisters were 
originally called the Sisterhood 
of Mercy and when they were 
not about their spiritual duties 
they visited and nursed the sick, 
and cared for the orphans of 
soldiers and sailors. Five Sisters 
of Mercy assisted Florence 
Nightingale in the Crimea. 

As she went about her errands 
of mercy late at night the Foun- 
dress became increasingly aware 
of the need for continuous 
prayer and she and Dr Pusey 
formed two contemplative 
orders, the Community of the 
Holy Cross and the Communi- 
ty of the Love of Jesus. In 1861 , 
when Dr Pusey acquired 41 


acres of land between Ascot and 
Bracknell, the three orders came 
together as the Society of the 
Most Holy Trinity. 

The work of praying for the 
conversion of sinners, the dying 
and the unity of Christendom 
continued as did their ministry 
among the orphaned, the sick 
and the elderly. In 1894 an or- 
phanage was built in the grounds 
of Ascot Priory, and in 1933 a 
school was founded nearby 
though both have now closed. 
Although diminished in 
numbers, Mass and the four-fold 
Office continue to be said daily 
as do intercessory prayers. 

Burford Priory 

Priory of Our Lady, Burford, Ox- 
ford 0X8 4SQ. Telephone 099 382 
3141 (Sisters) or 3605 (Brothers) 
Order: The Benedictine Community 
of the Salutation of St Mary the 
Virgin. 

Prioress: The Very Revd Dame 
Mary Bernard Taylor. 
Community: Five Sisters and four 
brothers who live in a restored Jaco- 
bean house built on the site of the 
medieval Hospital of St John the 
Evangelist on the edge of the 
Cotswolds. Major development and 
refurbishment of the buildings and 


grounds are being undertaken to 
meet the changing needs of a grow- 
ing Community. 

Activities and services offered: 

Guests accommodated; counselling 
and spiritual direction; printing (sta- 
tionery, ordination and Christmas 
carcL etc) 

Friends of Burford Priory: En- 
quiries to Mary Welstead, The 
Mount, Eastgate, Hornton, Ban- 
bury, Oxon 0X15 6BT. 

Burford Priory is a con- 
templative community of nuns 
and monks who live a shared life 
under the Rule of St Benedict, 
Founded in 1941 as a communi- 
ty of Sisters; in 1987 the 
novitiate was formally opened to 
men. Since then, the communi- 
ty has evolved as a double- 
monastery drawing inspiration 
from ancient Anglo-Saxon and 
Celtic foundations, as well as 
contemporary models in 
England and elsewhere. 

The traditional monastic vows 
of stability, conversion of life 
and obedience are hallmarks of 
Benedictine community; the 
nuns and monks are committed 
to living together in their 
monastery for the whole of their 
lives. 

As a contemplative communi- 
ty with no external apostolate, 
it has the privilege and the 
freedom to order its common 
life in such a way that the recita- 
tion of the Divine Office, the 
celebration of the Eucharist and 



A welcome haven at The Porch, a drop-in centre at 
All Saints Convent, Oxford. 


silent prayer have precedence — 
in St Benedict’s words “let 
nothing be preferred to the love 
of Christ’’. 

The Community also engages 
in study and a variety of other 
work such counselling and 
spiritual direction, as well as 
manual work in the grounds and 
gardens. 

The Community seeks to 
witness to the claims of Christ 
through its common life, and its 
ministry of hospitality, if offers 
that life as a resource to the 
world and to the wider Church. 

It desires that the Priory be 
discovered as a place of recon- 
ciliation, healing and peace af- 
firming the spiritual value of 
beauty and of all that is good and 
just and true; and open to the 
challenges and opportunities of 
the modern world that “in all 
things God may be glorified’’. 

Community of St Clare 

St Mary’s Convent, Freeland, Ox- 
ford 0X7 2AJ. Telephone: 0993 
881225 

Order: Second Order of the Socie- 
ty of St Francis (enclosed) 

Superior: Mother Patricia 
Community: 14 Sisters 
Offered: guests taken; personal and 
group retreats; some spiritual direc- 
tion and counselling; printing under- 
taken, Communion wafers made. 

The Community dates from the 
profession of the first Sisters in 
1950. It follows a way of life in- 
spired by St Clare, and takes its 
place as one element in the Fran- 
siscan family, which includes 
both outgoing work (by the First 
Order) and a contemplative 
strand. The life of the Second 
Order the Community of St 
Clare, is essentially a communi- 
ty life within the enclosure, with 
worship at its heart and silence 
as a normal aid to this. The usual 
elements of the enclosed con- 
templative life — the Eucharist, 
the office, personal prayer, 
work and recreation are in- 
terwoven. 

“The needs of the world are 
continually present. They press 
on the Community through the 
news, through families and 
friends, through visitors to the 
guest house and through letters 
from large numbers of people. 

This is an integral part of the 
life; the Community exists 
simultaneously for God and for 
the world.’’ 

Community of St John 
the Baptist 

Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks SL4 
3QR. Telephone 0753 850618 
Superior: Mother Edna Frances 
Community: 27 Sisters known as 
the Clewer Sisters until Clewer 
disappeared from the maps! Large 
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complex of buildings which include 
registered homes for the mentally 
handicapped and the elderly; a 
registered nursing home; another 
registered residential home which 
also takes religious from other com- 
munities if rooms are spare; a retreat 
and conference wing; a visitors 
wing. 

In 1980 the Sisters of the Com- 
munity of the Reparation in Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament moved from 
London to the Convent because they 
were getting too elderly to manage 
their own building. 

Activities offered: Conference and 
guest facilities; speakers can be pro- 
vided; counselling and spiritual 
direction; parish work; vestments 
made. 
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munities 



Sister Bridget Mary, of St Mary’s Convent, Wan- 
tage, with some of her sculptures — abstract and 
humorous as well as religious, which she welds together 
from scrap metal. Photo courtesy of The Oxford 
Journal. 


— Founded in 1852 by the Revd T. 
let T. Carter and Harriet Monsell, 
ve initially to help women and girls 
\ in need, but the work grew into 
res helping the needy in many walks 
ler of life — orphaned children, the 
nd sick poor, parish mission work, 
as education. There is an American 

nd Affiliation in Menham, New 

Jersey which grew out of the 
to Community and was establish- 
ist ed in 1874. 

its The well-spring was, and is, 
jrs the life of prayer and the per- 
he sonal dedication of each Sister, 
:h. centred on the Rule of the Com- 
be munity and the daily life revolv- 
>n- ing round the Eucharist and the 
af- Divine Office. This still forms 
of the background to the present 
nd work, which ranges from caring 
he for the elderly and the mentally 
of handicapped to spiritual direc- 
all tion from providing conference 
facilities to parish work. 

Community of St Katharine 
' of Alexandria 

Parmoor, Near Frieth, Henley-on- 
Thames, Oxon RG9 6NN. 
:ie " Telephone High Wycombe 881037. 
Superior: The Reverend Mother 
Christine 

Community: The Community has 
ind always been a small one, and now 
* c ‘ consists of three sisters who live in 
^ r ' a large mainly Victorian house on a 
site which belonged to the Knights 
the Templar in the 14th century. The 
i in Rule is based on that of St 
j n _ Augustine. 

j ts Offered: Guests are welcome. Per- 
sonal retreats can be made when 
^ n " rooms are available. Counselling 
* es and spiritual direction on request, 
irst Parish and other groups eg St John’s 
ive Guild for the Blind cume to the Con- 
oid vent for quiet days and/or times of 
St relaxation. Members of other Com- 
n j_ munities often come for their annual 
rest. Residential accommodation is 
also provided for elderly ladies. 

ua j The Community came into 
)n _ being in 1879 after a Miss 
j st Pauline Granville wanted to 
er ' serve the sick and the poor in 
j n ' London. First she used all her 
money to set up a group of 
are nurses, but then decided she 
* ss would serve God and the com- 
[h e munity better by becoming 
inc l religious. The work quickly 
t he grew, and in 1884 the chaplain 
srs of Clerkenwell asked if the 
Community could provide a 
th e home for girls convicted of a 
sts first offence, and this became 
f or the Sisters main work. 

During the war, the communi- 
ty’s home in Normand House, 
Fulham was badly damaged and 
the Sisters had to split up, but 
in 1947 they came together 
s again at Parmoor, where their 
as main secular work became car- 
ver ing for old ladies, and helping 
rge with parochial activities. A 

adical response to 
3 hear directly the 
to leave all and 
incarnate the love 
bacy, poverty and 
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5 things have not 

de smaller and ageing Community 
Uy has meant that now others come 
a to the Sisters, but there is Mass 

e , r and all are welcome, 
ch 

", Community of St Mary the 
trs Virgin 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, Ox- 
n _ on OX 1 2 9DJ . Telephone: Wantage 
in 3141 

m Superior: Mother Allyne CSMV 
«y Community: 127 Sisters plus three 
ee from the Society of Servants of 
Mary. Also a novitiate. In addition 
1( j there are three smaller houses in 
0 _ Wantage and Abingdon, a house in 
ia j Clapham, two in India and one in 
lts South Africa. St Katharine’s, a 
house for elderly women in Ormond 


Road, Wantage and Spelthorne St 
Mary, Harpenden for women with 
alcoholism are linked to the Com- 
munity. 

Offered: Spiritual direction and 
group and personal retreats. Guests 
taken. Speakers and preachers 
available. Cards and some plainsong 
available from St Mary’s Press. 

“Today, the Community of St 
Mary the Virgin is faced with a 
world and a task very different 
from those of its beginnings; and 
yet not so very different: ‘To 
make a radical response to the 
Gospel; to hear directly the call 
of Jesus to leave all and follow 
him; to incarnate the love of 
God in celibacy, poverty and 
obedience; in prayer and com- 
munity’. These things have not 
changed. 

The context in which our 
founder, William John Butler, 
and our first sisters sought to 
establish a new community in 
1848, was one in which the 
social and spiritual were not 
divided. Their first task was to 
pray, but also to be alongside the 
poor and sick, to be concerned 
for the upbuilding of the human 
person in whatever was 
needed. Today the pattern has 
simplified, but the principles are 
there, and are a touchstone as 
we enter upon the discovery of 
what God is asking of us at the 
end of the twentieth century. 

We do not fit comfortably in- 
to a ready-made division of 
religious life. We follow in part 
the Rule of St Augustine but 
partly not; the worship of God 
is our primary task, but we are 


not enclosed; we have structures 
to sustain our life of prayer, but 
flexibility is our keynote. 

Each day is organised round 
the Eucharist, the Office and 
long spaces of personal prayer 
to which we are committed from 
which flow varied patterns of 
ministry. A rich texture is form- 
ed of all these elements, to be 
both a witness resource within 
and for the world and the 
church.’’ 

Community of the Sisters of 
the Love of God 

Convent of the Incarnation, 
Fafracres, Oxford 0X4 1TB. 
Telephone: 0865 721301 
Superior: Mother Anne SLG 
Community: 61 Sisters live at this 
mother house of the Community, 
which also has convents at Hemel 
Hempstead and Burwash. In 1966 a 
new venture at Bede House, 
Staplehurst, Kent provided her- 
mitages for some Sisters to live the 
solitary life alongside a monastic 
community. In addition to the nuns 
there are Oblate Sisters who are mar- 
ried and unmarried women from 
many walks of life who are called 
to live the contemplative life in the 
world. Also Priest Associates, Com- 
panions, Fellowship of the Love of 
God. 

Offered: Limited facilities for guests 
to make private unconducted 
retreats, and retreatants may talk to 
a Sister if they wish. The SLG Press 
publishes and prints books on Chris- 
tian spirituality and a Community 
periodical Fairacres Chronicale. 

The Community was founded in 
East Oxford in 1906 by Father 
Seymour Hollings SSJE, and 
moved to Fairacres in 1911. 
Under the guidance of Father 
Lucius Carey, SSJE the Com- 


munity grew in its understanding 
of the monastic tradition of the 
Church and its rule was drawn 
up. A distinguishing mark of its 
way of life is the balance bet- 
ween the solitary life of the 
Carmelite tradition and the cor- 
porate elements of the 
Benpdictine. 

The Divine Office punctuates 
the day and the night, and there 
are two periods of solitary 
prayer during the day. Silence 


is regarded as one of the chief 
privileges of the Community at 
work, at prayer or in times of 
recreation. The Eucharist is the 
focal point of the lives of the 
Sisters. “In it we are drawn by 
the Holy Spirit to be offered by, 
with, and in Christ to the Father 
for the sin and need of the 
world.’’ 

From its beginnings the unity 
of the Church has been a cen- 
tral theme of the Community’s 
prayer and offering and as an 
outward expression of this, 
Sisters from communities of 
other denominations have come 
on exchange visits. The Com- 
munity is also committed to pray 
for the religious life in ail its 
forms and for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood. 

Elmore Abbey 

Church Lane, Speen, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG13 ISA. Telephone: 
0635 33080 
Order: St Benedict 
Abbot: Rt Revd Basil Mathews OSB 
Community: 12 monks who live in 
a former parsonage house overlook- 
ing the Kennet Valley in the ancient 
village of Speen. Also an extended 
confraternity of about 350 men and 
women who agree a modified form 
of monastic commitment with the 
Abbot which is adopted according to 
individual needs. 

Offered: Accommodation for up to 
four visitors and guests making 
retreats. 

The community was founded at 
Pershore in Worcestershire in 
1914, moved to Nashdom Ab- 
bey, Buckinghamshire in 1926, 
and was re-established at 
Elmore in September 1987. It is 
both Benedictine and within the 


Church of England. The Rule of 
St Benedict means a regulated 
daily liturgical round based on 
the Eucharist and the Divine Of- 
fice. This is coupled with a self- 
supporting life-style and an 
apostolic ministry to those seek- 
ing spiritual direction, comfort 
and information about the 
Church. Accommodation is 
available for up to four visitors 
and guests making retreats. 

“Our aim is evangelisation 
within the Church and by means 
of prayer and the sacred Liturgy 
to teach and encourage regular 
attendance at the Eucharist, the 
use of the Divine Office and par- 
ticularly the public celebration 
of Morning and Evening 
Prayer.’’ 

Norham Gardens Ecumenical 
Community 

11 Norham Gardens, Oxford. 
Telephone: 0865 54885 
Community: Five, which includes 
three Sisters, a Roman Catholic 
Tutor in English and an Anglican 
Reader. So new it hasn’t yet got a 
name but it will eventually consist 
of up to nine women. 

Offered: Facilities for other Chris- 
tian groups to meet. During 
August/September residential self- 
catering groups of 12-15 can be ac- 
commodated. 

Founded in September this year, 
it is the Diocese’s newest 
religious community. From 
1929 there was a Roman 
Catholic Convent of the Sacred 
Heart at 1 1 Norham Gardens. In 
the last 15 years the Sacred 
Heart Sisters lived in the old part 
of the house and in the modern 
extension were 21 University 
students who were offered 
places on the basis on their 
Christian commitment and their 
willingness to share in the life 
of the Community. 

It became impossible to main- 
tain a reasonable sized com- 
munity of religious sisters at the 
centre of the household although 
the household community 
became stronger, and more 
ecumenical than ever. So it was 
decided to try to replace the 
Roman Catholic Community 
with an ecumenical core group 
which came into existence on 
September 24. 

It is hoped that the Communi- 
ty will eventually grow to nine 
women, all committed Chris- 
tians who have agreed to live by 
a common lifestyle and who 
come together each day for 
prayer and a common meal and 
each week for a period of reflec- 
tion. “We have common hopes: 
to share in our search for God, 

continued on page 13 


What about you? 

If you feel called to the religious life you might discuss 
it with your parish priest or with your nearest religious 
house. 

Some Communities hold annual open days or vocation 
weekends. The Communities Consultative Council pro- 
vides a nationwide enquiry including information about 
individual Orders. Details from Mrs Angela Webb, Ad- 
ministrative Secretary, 9 Stafford Road, Eccleshall, Staf- 
ford ST21 6JP (sae appreciated). Telephone 0785 
850588. 
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Something different from 

TO KALON 

Eye mirrors, student lamps, Victorian dolls, 
pill boxes. 

32 High Street, 
Wallingford 

Wallingford (0491) 25573 


VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 



NEW AND USED 
V0LV0S ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 


HUNT & NASH 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


7 Mackenzie Street 
Slough, Berks, SL1 1XQ 

Do not let the Inland Revenue be a 
major beneficiary of your estate! 

Mrs Jane Saltire dec’d, Estate £244,345 (including 
house), Inheritance Tax £50,400, Nett Estate 
£190,000. 

Col Charles Digby dec’d, Estate £276,250 (including 
home), Inheritance Tax £3,654, Nett Estate £275,346. 

What did Col Digby know and what 
action did he take? 

Remember that the Inland Revenue can easily become 
a major beneficiary of your estate unless you take ac- 
tion and professional advice . 

I will carry out a confidential assessment of your own 
particular position and then prepare a written report 
with my recommendations for you to consider. 

Please call me, Gordon Burns MBIM on 
Slough (0753) 821518 


Independent Financial 
Advice 




GET FIT . . . 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT 
LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day makes 
you feel less hungry and enables you to keep 
to a calorie controlled diet. A complete re- 
education of eating habits to aid permanent 
weight reduction. Monitored by experienced 
doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET. READING, BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 


or Telephone: 
0734) 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday/T uesday / 
Thursday/Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm; 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 
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RETIREMENT FOR THE DISCERNING ELDERLY . 



OAKEN HOLT where the quality of life will improve with 


retirement 

Oaken Holt House, formerly the country seat of Lord Abingdon; is 
set in its own beautifully maintained grounds of 23 acres close to 
the City of Oxford and commands glorious views across the 

Thames Valley. 

The splendid accommodation now offers choice of individual 
rooms and apartments, for long term or short holiday periods. 
Weekly terms start from £245 or we have an alternative 
attractive secured deposit system available. 

If you are interested in staying for a ‘trial period’ without any 
obligation this can be arranged. 

All the day to day problems of living — cleaning, gardening, 
repairs, cooking can be forgotten at Oaken Holt. 

There is always somebody there to do it for you — even nursing 
care can be provided if it is ever required. 

Within the grounds at Oaken Holt we have a Registered Nursing 
Home and Oaken Holt Care Limited, the management company of 
both Oaken Holt and the Nursing Home, is a member of the 
British Federation of Care Home Proprietors and is obligated to 
provide and excellence of care to the elderly. 

OAKEN TOLT 

EYNSHAM ROAD, FARMOOR, OXFORD 
If you would like to see Oaken Holt for yourself please 
telephone 0865 863710 or LIZ ALLEN, our resident secretary 
on Oxford 864370 for an informal visit without any obligation. 






Guardian Court 



Middleton Road 
Banbury 


Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms 


FROM £59,500 


* 

• Resident Warden 


• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents' lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

, • Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 

Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 
Tel: 0295 271973 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION. 
ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD. 

OXFORD OX2 7HU TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 



WHITE 

ROLLS R0YCE 
FOR HIRE 


For weddings and any 
special occasions. 

For details telephone: 

OXFORD 
0865 864621 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 

and UK STOCKISTS of 

NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD.. High Street. L^minge 
Folkestone. Kent CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 



ORTHO-KINETICS 

fting chair 

PUSH BUTTON SITTING 
AND STANDING" 


At the touch of a button, the 
lifting chair gently and safely 
lifts you to a standing position. It can 
lower you to a sitting position again just 
as gently. A wonderful relief to all 
those for whom standing and sitting 
is a painful struggle. 

★ Copes with any weight 

★ Gives security and independence 

★ Choice of styles including power 
recliners 

★ A blessing for sufferers of arthritis, 
stroke, rheumatism, multiple 
sclerosis, Parkingsons disease etc. 

FREE LEAFLET 

Send the coupon or write, for our 

fr ee leaflet. 

Please send me * — — - • 

Your fully illustrated FREE leaflet on the lifting chair. - — — — ___ 

Name : s 



Address . 


* NOV/DOOR 

Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WV13 3XA. 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 


A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4*/2 
miles West of Newbury, quietly nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English 
countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the 
elderly has been converted from traditional 19th century granary buildings 
all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest home is owned and personally supervised by Michael 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. Cert, who have lived in the Newbury 
area for many years. j 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from 
home environment for our guests whether visiting us on a short term 
basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals 
privacy is always respected. Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 
24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to 
a high standard and each with its own bathroom en suite. All rooms 
have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heat- 
sons Spa Physio Bath. We have set out to achieve a high standard of 
cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 


It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you 
have visited Holtwood and received its warm welcome you will want to 
stay. For further information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 0JH 


Holtwood Rest 
Home 

THIS luxury country 
residence for the retired 
is situated four-and-a- 
half miles from 
Newbury within easy 
reach of junction 1 3 of 
the M4. 

Set in an oustanding 
area of natural beauty, 
Holtwood has been 
converted from tradi- 
tional 19th century 
granary buildings. 


Mary has been nurs- 
ing in the Berkshire area 
for the past 1 5 years, 
working as a nursing 
sister and as a practice 
nurse with special in- 
terest in preventive 
medicine and care of 
the elderly. 


Holtwood's main aim 
is to care for its guests 
in what ever possible 
way, providing a home- 
ffom-home atmos- 
phere, while at the 
same time respecting 
the individual's privacy. 


Residents are en- 
couraged to be as ac- 
tive as possible 
whether it be as in- 
dividuals or in village 
life. 


Both Michael and 
May believe that it is 
difficult to put CARE in- 
to words and would like 
to take this opportunity 
to invite you to visit 
Holtwood and see for 
yourself the home and 
all its amenities. 


To arrange a visit 
please call Highclere 
0635 254844. 
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How shall they 


HEAR? 


Father Peter Justice (pic- 
tured right) Diocesan Chap- 
lain to the Deaf, speaks 
about the least understood, 
and most misunderstood of 
all the Church y s ministries 

“WELL I’d rather be deaf than 
blind,” people often say to me. 
And in those few words is 
revealed one of the many mis- 
conceptions surrounding the in- 
visible handicap of deafness. 

Yet Helen Keller, who knew 
what it was like to be both deaf 
and blind, testified that her 
deafness was a much worse 
misfortune because of the loss of 
that “most vital stimulus” — the 
sound of the human voice. 

The blind lose touch with 
things; the deaf lose touch with 
people. 

“Deaf’. What a grossly mis- 
leading word it is! It can mean 
so many different things; from 
the frustration of the repeated 
“Can you say that again” (like 
a very bad telephone line), 
through a whole range of hear- 
ing-impairment to a world of 
t-o-t-a-1 s-i-l-e-n-c-e, caused 
perhaps by illness or injury, or 
worse still from birth — with its 
devastating effect on develop- 
ment of speech, language and 
communication. 

Communication — with other 
people and with God — is one 
of the most, if not the most im- 
portant things in life. But, think 
how communication is so much 
dependent on the wondrous 
mechanism of hearing which we 
take so easily for granted — 
because it’s there, like our eyes. 

It’s not until we see a person 
with a white stick, that perhaps 
we think for a moment how 
marvellous it is to see colour and 
movement. But deafness is in- 
visible, and for this reason so 
often misunderstood; and this is 
what deaf people desire — 
understanding, not sympathy. 
Understanding that deafness is 
all about loss; loss of the rich- 
ness and variety of sound and 
music; and above all, the human 
voice. 

But it’s more than being 
unable to hear: it’s all the pro- 
blems that go with being unable 
to hear in everyday, ordinary 
situations. No child is bom with 
speech or understanding of lan- 
guage. We learn it naturally, 
without effort, via our hearing. 

The deaf child has to learn 
painstakingly, visually, the writ- 
ten or spoken word (and you’ve 
only to turn down the sound on 
the TV to ’realise how difficult 
that must be!). “Education with 
the brakes on” as someone once 
put it. 

The danger of a car ap- 
proaching from behind that you 
cannot hear; the sheer hassle of 
standing on platform 4 and the 
tannoy (to you, silent) has just 
announced that your train will 



now leave from platform 8; peo- 
ple avoiding you because they’re 
embarrassed through the still all- 
too-common attitude that deaf 
equals dumb/daft . . . 

And yet, lam constandy im- 
pressed, and humbled, by the 
marvellous achievements of so 
many deaf people in spite of this 
isolating and cruel handicap — • 
achievements perhaps under- 
rated by so many people (in- 
cluding some clergy) who con- 
sider deafness to be nothing 
more than an irritation or in- 
convenience. 

Because communication is so 
important, it’s not surprising 
that throughout His earthly 
ministry Jesus was concerned 
that people should hear the great 
message of salvation. But just 
think — when you and I come 
to His specially-chosen “Sacra- 
ment of Communication” (to 
take one example), how much 
we depend upon our hearing — 
the priest, the prayers, sermon 
and teaching, choir, organ . . . 

We use our eyes, but we don’t 
have to use them. Most forms of 
worship are based on sound — 
a vehicle for worship which pro- 
duces an emotional and inspira- 
tional effect upon the worship- 
pers. But what if you cannot 
hear . . .? 

This invisible barrier called 
deafness (like being surrounded 
by plate glass) isolates thousands 
of potential Christians from par- 
ticipating in the Body of Christ. 
The profoundly deaf person is 
cut off from the whole of 
religious instruction and infor- 
mation in the normal way. And 
so, thank God for the Diocesan 
Council for the Deaf, and the 
Diocesan Deaf Church where, 
in nine different places in this 
Diocese deaf people, “hearing” 
with their eyes, and speaking on 
their hands are able to partici- 


pate in worship and services of- 
fered by and for them. 

There is of course nor music, 
but great efforts are made to 
bring dignity and atmosphere in- 
to worship through the special 
beauty of “sign” language. And 
those of you who have seen the 
Deaf Church Choir will know 
how inspiring this can be. 

A Chaplain to deaf people is 
charged with the awesome privi- 
lege of communicating the 
Gospel and pastoral care 
amongst those denied the 
precious gift of hearing. This 


obviously necessitates gaining 
special skills in communication 
and understanding. 

For nearly one hundred years 
the Council for the Deaf has 
endeavoured to express God’s 
love and concern amongst deaf 
people in this Diocese, provid- 
ing a variety of practical services 
including help with placement in 
work, legal and hospital inter- 
preting, spiritual ministration, 
and essential social work 
through agency agreements. 

Soon, through Local Author- 
ity changes, ODCD’s role will 
change and new funding must be 
sought if this vital work is to 
continue. 

Sadly, through recent heart 
problems I have been advised to 
scale down a ministry I have 
come to love. Pray that a new 
Chaplain may soon be found to 
work alongside Fr Philip Hunt 
whose devoted work and care 
amongst deaf people has meant 
so much. 

In Romans 10.14 S. Paul 
wrote: “how shall they hear?” 
If “they” are deaf — how 
indeed? When I was at col- 
lege this vitally important 
ministry of Holy Church wasn’t 
spoken of. We had visits from 
the ‘specialists’, chaplains to 
hospitals, prisons, HM Forces, 
even agriculture, but to the deaf, 
not a sound. 

And yet, in retrospect, that’s 
odd, because it is a ministry in- 
volved par excellence in that 
most basic human need — com- 
munication. “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the Harvest ...” 


To the deaf man in S. Mark 7.34 
Our Lord said 

"EPHPHATHA - Be opened'' 

Today through the beauty of sign language 
in the Ministry of the Deaf Church 
The Word reaches profoundly deaf people 
who must SEE what is said 
A Priest will soon be needed as 

DIOCESAN CHAPLAIN 
TO THE DEAF 

Will you consider offering yourself in 
this different but vital ministry? 

Experience with profoundly deaf people 
and ability to communicate manually 
desirable, but not essential, as all training 
will be given. 

"How shall they hear . . .?" 

Could it be through YOUR caring . . .? 
For further information about this work, 
please contact either Peter Justice on 
02407 5244, or Mollie Riley on 0865 
240968. 


YOUNG DOOR 


Seeking the 
common good 


For several years members 
of All Saints, Dedworth in 
Windsor have enjoyed an 
annual parish weekend 
away from it all at Park 
Place Pastoral Centre near 
Fareham in Hampshire . 
This year's theme was 
“seeking the common 
good". Led by Ann Morisy, 
Community Development 
Officer in the London 
Diocese, and Angela 
Hughes, a Reader in the 
Parish of Wing in our own 
diocese, the weekend pro- 
mpted 14-year-old Jennifer 
Edington (pictured right) to 
write the following account: 
PARK Place came as quite a 
surprise to me. As it was my 
first time I didn’t really know 
what to expect. The house was 
magnificent and the grounds 
even more spectacular. 

Supper that evening gave my 
friend Becky and I die oppor- 
tunity to get to know as many 
people as possible before the 
first session, which was an ex- 
planation of what was to happen 
later. 

Our first activity was to 
choose between four different 
beasts, selected from the Book 
of Revelation, which best 
resembled our personalities — 
eagle, lion, the human face and 
ox. 

This proved more difficult 
than one might imagine as most 
of us chose the beast we would 
most like to be, not what we 
really were; but we were given 
the chance to move. 

I felt that if the group had 
known each other well enough 
it would have been fun to have 
put each other into different 
categories. Other people often 
know you better than you know 
yourself. 

Life Stories 

Session Two on Saturday was 
called “Lifebelts and Whirl- 
pools”, with children and adults 
working separately. We were 
given the name of a young girl 
and some information about her 
childhood, upbringing and fam- 
ily background. We then had to 
choose different things that 
would happen to her in life, 
either lifebelts (successes) or 
whirlpools (failures). Then the 
whole group came together and 
shared their own results and 
points of view. 

The next session brought 
adults and children together 
again to discuss: “What’s in 
your playpen?” The children’s 
group made pictures of things 
that were the necessities of life 



and the things that were needed 
emotionally. This was interest- 
ing and fun to do. The pictures 
made by the younger children 
were presented at the Offertory 
at the following day’s Eucharist. 
Scissors and Paste 

“The World Feast”, the next 
session, took place before sup- 
per on Saturday. Everyone 
thoroughly enjoy ed it. We were 
split into groups and were given 
different objects which would 
help us to make pictures of our 
country’s products and which 
we would eventually stick onto 
a poster. I was in a group call- 
ed Asia. We were given the task 
of drawing and cutting out 
teapots, as our country’s product 
was tea. 

We were provided with a cer- 
tain amount of money and eight 
pots of glue. With these we were 
to bargain for the things we 
needed to draw our teapots: i.e. 
pens, scissors and paper. 

At the end, everyone was 
quite worn out, especially our 
entrepreneur. We were all 
thankful when we were told we 
were going to be rewarded with 
a feast. So off we went to take 
our seats and prepare for a love- 
ly meal. 

But alas, our group was given 
two small bowls of rice, one 
small bowl of cornflakes and 
one cup of tea. I think it was a 
great way of showing how much 
work some countries do and 
how little they receive in return. 
Human Wall 

The last two sessions were on 
Sunday. Children and adults 
worked separately for the first: 
“Discovering your Prayer 
Burden.” The children’s group 
prepared a dance which was per- 
formed at the Eucharist. 

The last session was very 
entertaining. We practised" a 
routine for the Eucharist during 
which we built a human wall. 
This took quite a let of working 
out. Even though we picked the 
largest men, having someone 
standing on your back for more 
than ten minutes is not the most 
comfortable of positions. Even- 
tually we put together a long, 
sturdy wall which even had a 
window! 


fFeatherton fHjotise 

Residential Care Home for Retired Persons 



RECENTLY OPENED 


BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

To view or receive a brochure 
please telephone 

Banbury (0869) 38259 

Chapel Square 
Deddington, Oxon 
OX5 4SG 


APPLE6ARTH 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

TIPLON dr BURNHAM BEECHES) 

OPENING NOVEMBER ’89 

f 

BERKSHIRE NEWEST REST HOME 

ALL MODERN FACILITIES 

Includes passenger lift, nurse call 
system, TV telephone, single and 
double rooms with en-suite facilities, 
24 hour care, family run. Short and 
long term stays welcome, also day 
relief to home carers. 

For details telephone: 

JOAN OR JAMES O’FLYNN 

(0753) 886385 


MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation 
Write or phone for brochure 


Funeral Directors 


H. C. Grimstead Ltd emmi^hbz? ^ 5 ^ 

Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

MY, MGH1 AND SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 

Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 
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POPPY APPEAL 


The Royal British Legion would like 
to thank the following for 
sponsoring this advertisement: 


F. A DUMONT LTD, High Street, 
Lyminge, Folkestone, Kent, 
CT18 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193. 
E. N. MORGAN LTD, The Corner 
House, Coach Lane, Redruth, 
Cornwall TR15 2TR. (0209) 
215965. 

OXFORD MARKETING & 
CREATIVE ADVERTISING 
(OMCA), 10 Suffolk House, 
Summertown, Oxford, Oxon 
0X2 7HD. 

THE NEWBURY DALECARE, Mr 

Boyd, Stockcross, Newbury, 
Berkshire. Tel: (0488 38) 632. 
CENTRE STAGE, Dancewear 
Specialists, Judy Harriss, 7A 
East St Helens St, Abingdon, 
Oxon. Tel: (0235) 554060. 
EILEEN & BILL DACKE, The 
Victoria Hotel, ^1 Middlesex 
Road, Bexhill on Sea. Tel: (0424) 
210382. 

MR. L. KLEIN, Regional Director 
^Retirement Security Ltd, 15 
Boult St, Reading RG1 4RD. Tel: 
(0734) 503745. 

DENHAM MANOR NURSING 
HOME, Halings Lane, Denham, 
Bucks UB9 5DQ. Tel: (0895) 
834470. 

FEATHERTON HOUSE 

RESIDENTIAL HOME FOR THE 
\ ELDERLY, Chapel Square, 
**Deddington, Oxon. Tel: (0869) 
38259. 

H. C. GRIMSTEAD LTD. 

(Established 1927), Tilbury 
House, Shepherds . Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks. Tel: (0494) 
672668. 

B and S ROOFING, 94 

Southview Avenue, Caversham, 
Reading, Berks. 


MR GIBSON, Gatwick Grove 
Guest House, Poles Lane, 
Lowfield Heath, Crawley, West 
Sussex RH 1 1 OPY. (0293) 
515795. 

INTER COUNTY NURSING 
SERVICES, Mrs M. Bills, No.1 
Coniston Cottages, Wexham 
Street, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL3 
6NP. 

EMBROIDERY DEPARTMENT 
ALL SAINTS CONVENT, St 

Mary's Road, Oxford 0X4 1RY. 
Tel: (0865) 249127. 
GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCI- 
ATION, Guardian Court, 
Middleton Road, Banbury. Tel: 
(0865) 311711. 

CAKE DECORATING SUPPLIES, 
Allnutt, 47 Donkin Hill (off 
Henley Road), Caversham, 
Reading. Tel: 0734 472019. 
GEOFFERY HARDING, Silver- 
smith and Goldsmith, Steventon, 
Oxon. (Abingdon) 831371. 
CALDICOTT (Boarding and Day 
Boys Preparatory School,. IAPS), 
Farnham Royal, Bucks SL2 3SL. 
Tel: 02814 4457. 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTER'S, Mr Jim Collins, 
Freepost 51, Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 5BR. 
LIGHT'S AND SHADES LTD, 
Unit 2 Aylesbury Business 
Centre, Chamberlane Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3DV. 
CLAREMONT HOUSE HOTEL, 
Second Avenue, Hove, Sussex 
BN3 2LL. Tel: (0273) 735161. 
GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO., 
Funeral Directors, 46 
Bishopwood Road, Tadley; 
Berks. Tel: 0734 814420. 


Remembrance Day. 
Sunday 12th November 1989. 
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'S FIREPLACES 

Custom built fireplaces to your own design 

Stone, brick, Adam style, etc. 

Take advantage of our free design service with no 
obligation 

* NOW AVAILABLE * 

Revolutionary new gas coal effect fires. No chimney needed. Also 
available gas coal-effect fires with flame failure device. Pilot light 
and Pieco ignition, plus grate from £175. 

Til: High Wycombe (04941 443327 or (08361 741776 






Life at 

F ROM time to time, the 
marriage problems of a 
vicar or his wife make 
headline news. The press have 
a field day, and the rest of us 
shake our heads sorrowfully 
and wonder what the Church 
is coming to — forgetting, 
perhaps, the particular 
pressures of life at the 
vicarage. 

How do you have a scream- 
ing row with your husband, if he 
is the vicar and you live within 
listening distance of your 
parishioners? How do you come 
to your own conclusions about 
the Christian faith, if your father 
is a clergyman or your mother 
a deaconess? How do you ever 
spend time together as a fami- 
ly, if the phone is always ring- 
ing and the doorknocker always 1 
banging because someone or 
other needs to speak to “The 
Vicar”. 

Bishop Richard raises the 
question of clergy marriages in 
his October letter to clergy in the 
Diocese, reminding them of the 
old saying that clergy children 
end up either in Who’s Who or 
in prison because of the many 
pressures of life at the vicarage. 
He not only mentions a priest at 
the Swanwick Conference 
earlier this year who publicly 
thanked all clergy spouses and 
families for sharing in the hurly 
burly as well as the happiness of 
ministerial life, but also adds his 
own personal thank you. Per- 
haps as we move towards Ad- 
vent, and one of the busiest 
times in the clergy year, we 
should add our thank yous, too. 

Heroics 

TALES of heroic vicars con- 
tinue to fill the DOOR postbag. 
The Vicar of St Giles Church, 
Oxford undertook a sponsored 
“Availavicar” and sat in his 
south porch for 50 hours just be- 
ing available to talk to people. 
It was partly to raise money for 
the St Giles’ Appeal but also “to 
identify the building with the 
Church’s city centre ministry.” 
Andrew Warburton, 
described by one local 
newspaper as the “canoeing 
cleric”, had planned to paddle 
across the channel for a youth 
charity until the French port 
authorities put a stop to it. In- 
stead, he is in training for a 
round-the-English-coastline trip 
next year, but sponsors be 
warned — he has already raised 
£7,000 canoeing from Devizes 
to Westminster. 


the Vicarage 


THIS year’s Historic Churches 
Sponsored Cycle Ride also at- 
tracted its share of courageous 
entrants, but surely no one so 
bravely determined as Bill Bar- 
by from Stoney Stratford, who 
part way through his marathon 
tour of 46 churches collided with 
another (unsponsored) bicycle 
severely damaging his own. 

Not content with nursing a 
nasty cut and bruises he walked 


Weston Turville C of E School 

celebrated its 150th birthday and 
they too are going to print in ear- 
ly December with an Anniver- 
sary Booklet. It includes some 
striking memories: dust blowing 
through the school window 
when the first cars went 
past; closure in 1934 because of 
a scarlet fever epidemic; the ar- 
rival of evacuees from Ealing 
and Whitechapel. 



Father Michael Brewin with Henrietta, his lay helper. 
Photo: Courtesy of Oxford and County Newspapers. 


home, collected another bike 
and set off narrowly missing the 
target of 50 churches he had set 
himself. 

Memoirs 

IT takes great courage of course 
to go to war, and courage of a 
different sort to write a book 
about it, especially if you are 
over eighty. Five years ago 
Douglas Walter of St Francis’ 
Church, Langley in Slough 
began to record his World War 
II memories of his days in the 
Royal Army Service Corps in 
Africa and Palestine and as a* 
prisoner in Italy. 

The result is Some Soldier: 
Adventures in the Deserr War 
(Linden Hall, 223 Preston Road, 
Yeovil, BA20 2EW, £2.95) 
published at the end of October. 
While the book is not specifical- 
ly a religious one Douglas says 
he always had faith that God 
guides and protects and “I did 
a lot of praying out there in the 
desert.” 

Early days 

JUST two days after the 50th 
anniversary of the outbreak of 
the last war on September 5, 


Visits from Bishops, it seems, 
were not unusual. The present 
Bishop of Oxford attended the 
recent thanksgiving service for 
the school’s long life. The new 
building was dedicated by the 
Bishop of Buckingham in 1970 
and his successor, Bishop 
Simon visited the school in 
1983. 

He, too, has just celebrated an 
anniversary because on St 
Luke’s Day, October 18, 15 
years ago he was consecrated 
Bishop at Westminster Abbey 
by the then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Michael Ram- 
say. We send him our con- 
gratulations. 

Friendship 

SOUTH America has been in 
the news. The Vicar of Chip- 
ping Norton, The Revd Tom 
Curtis, has been granted a six 
week leave of absence from his 
parish to lead a young group 
study team in Argentina on 
behalf of Rotary International to 
help promote understanding be- 
tween the two countries, 
cpuntries. 

Tom speaks fluent Spanish 
having worked as a missionary 


in Chile for 10 years, and after 
the Argentine tour he hopes to 
spend a few days helping at a 
church in Paraguay where his 
son, Timothy now works as a 
missionary. 

The Parish of Cowley St John 
has its very own South 
American connection in the 
form of the Revd Eduardo 
Grillo on a visit from Pelotas in 
Brazil. Sponsored by the USPG 
he left home just ten days after 
his ordination and will be in Ox- 
ford until December. So far he 
has been visiting parishioners, 
sharing his knowledge of South 
America and even preaching at 
the Harvest Festival. 

All 

creatures 

AT harvest time, of course, we 
remember all creatures great and 
small — and two of the small 
variety have been in separate 
church incidents this month. 
From St Laurence’s, War- 
borough, the Revd Peter 
Atkinson sends the story of the 
cat who “being shy and rather 
retiring did not worship in the 
pews but from the organ”. He 
got in through a hole just above 
the swell pedal as Evensong was 
about to begin and the service 
had to be delayed “while grown 
men and women behaved in a 
way in which they would not 
otherwise behave” to try and 
entice him out. 

It was not in fact until the next 
day that the feline visitor decid- 
ed to evacuate the organ 
chamber, presumably full of 
organ mice, and opt for a more 
healthy life in the churchyard.” 
Do any other parishes have any 
similar bizarre incidents to 
relate?” says Peter Atkinson. 

Please do not send them in 
unless they equal the story of 
Henrietta, the Headington hen 
who wins this month’s 
DOORstop award for her 
perfectly-timed egg. Brought in- 
to church as a visual aid from 
Father Michael Brewin’s 
garden, she delivered it halfway 
through - his sermon at a 
children’s harvest festival, to the 
delight of a packed congregation 
at St Andrew’s Church. “I have 
been praying for that to happen 
for years,” another clergyman 
said. O ye of little faith! 

Sorry 

APOLOGIES to Messrs Bill Irvine 
and Norman Tull last time we said 
that Norman was the Ringing 
Master and Bill the Clerk to the 
Parish Council. In fact it was the 
other way round. 



WEST LONDON AERO CLUB 



Flying is Fun 


"Hand on 
first trial 
from only 


A present 
to suit any 
occasion 


White Waltham Airfield. Nr. Maidenhead Tel: 0628 823272 


An invitation to the future 

BRIDE AND GROOM 

Celebrate your forthcoming wedding 
with a free engagement portrait 

You can get details on new 1990 wedding services 
whilst taking the opportunity to sample our 
personal service and the quality of our work — 
without obligation! 

Please contact Nina or Yvonne for your 
appointment. 


B. J. Harris Photographers 
City Centre Studio 
8 St Michael ’s Street 


Oxford 0X1 2DU. 
Telephone: (0865) 245487. 

P.S. Amongst our other 
services we have a 
5 minute passport studio 
(no appointment necessary) 
— also ideal for 
job applications etc. 
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Trust in these for help 


Like other Dioceses in the Church of England, 
Oxford has its share of small charities and 
trusts which manage funds for a variety of 
purposes. It is often the case that information 
about these trusts and charities is limited. 
Those who could benefit from them are often 
unaware of their existence. 

In the area of Social Responsibility /Concern 
and industrial mission there are three trusts 
which have small amounts of money for 
grants, and welcome applications. 

M. F. Wright Will Trust 

This Trust is managed by three trustees. It 
is particularly consided with industrial mis- 
sion projects and training/expenses for those 
working in industrial mission within the 
Diocese of Oxford. The trustees, however, w ill 
consider applications for grants towards pro- 
jects, work, and training in the area of Social 
Responsibility within the Diocese. Annual sum 
available for grants in the region of £5,000 
plus. 

Alan Christmas Bursary 

The Revd Alan Christmas was for 20 years 
Industrial Missioner in the Diocese of Oxford. 


He was deeply committed to making sense of 
the Gospel in the places where people work- 
ed, and in developing and understanding of 
the relationship of the Christian Faith to the 
world of work. His death in 1987 was not on- 
ly a loss to his family, and the Church but also 
to the many people who had experienced his 
ministry in industry in Slough and throughout 
the Diocese; and wider afield among his col- 
leagues in industrial mission nationally. 

This Bursary Fund was established in his 
memory from donations from friends and col- 
leagues across the country. Its purpose to of- 
fer an annual bursary to indivisuals or groups 
who are engaged in practical projects which 
will increase understanding about the relation- 
ship between Christianity and the world of 
work, i.e. funding for Faith and Work 
groups, study grants etc. 

Associated with the Fund is the Alan 
Christmas Memorial lecture established this 
year (1989) and part of the income will be used 
in furthering that lecture. Annual sum 
available for grants about £400. Applications 
are not limited to the Diocese. 


Further information about these Trusts and 
grant applications can be obtained from the 
Revd Mitchinson, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. 


Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Aid 

This Council was dormant for a number of 
years after being very active in the field of 
social aid, part of which was the management 
of probation hostels in Oxford and Reading. 
Two or three years ago the Council became 
active again but simply as a body of manag- 
ing trustees who administer a small trust fund. 

The application of the fund is mainly in the 
area of alcohol, drugs and gambling addic- 
tion but can be used for other social work and 
charitable purposes within the Diocese of Ox- 
ford. The Trustees in making grants will nor- 
mally apply their limited income to making 
one-off pump priming grants and not grants 
towards normal running expenses. Annual 
sum available for grants £500-£ 1,000. 


FOCUS on 
counselling 


Relaxing briefly 



Pictured during a break in their Annual Residence are 
members of The Oxford Ministry Course with their principal, 
Canon Vincent Strudwick (fourth left). Vice-principal John 
Davis (fourth right, sitting) has now moved to other work. 


Shy Helena’s story 


Religious Communities 


“THE Christian Shadow” will 
be the theme of a workshop at 
the first annual conference of a 
new ecumenical organisation 
called FOCUS (Federation of 
Christian Care and Counselling 
in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire) at Westminster 
College, Oxford on November 
11. It will be led by Wendy 
Robinson, a psychotherapist and 
an Orthodox Christian with a 
special interest in the link bet- 
ween psychology and the Chris- 
tian faith. 

The Conference will be at- 
tended by groups and in- 
dividuals involved in Christian 
counselling and caring from all 
over the Oxford Diocese. In the 
afternoon, the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd John 
Bone, will chair the annual 
meeting. 

It was in 1984 that the 
Thomas Report first raised the 
need for such an ecumenical 
Christian counselling service 
within the Diocese. The 
possibility was explored in 
greater detail at a Consultation 
Day last year, to which all 
known Christian caring and 
counselling agencies and in- 
dividuals within Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxford- 
shire were invited. 

An inaugural meeting was 
held in December 1988, when it 
was decided that membership 
would be open to four 
categories: churches, Christian 
caring teams, Christian 


counselling agencies and in- 
dividual Christians practising 
caring/counselling. It was decid- 
ed that the aims of FOCUS 
would be a facilitate referral, 
supervision, support and train- 
ing; to share information and 
ideas; and to encourage future 
developments including help in 
setting up new agencies. 

Apart from an annual con- 
ference, two other meetings are 
planned. On May 12, 1990, 
Elizabeth Bishop, Tutor Consul- 
tant for Relate in the West 
Region will lead a day workshop 
on “Working with Marriages”; 
and the 1990 AGM on 
November 17 will be preceded 
by a morning discussion on 
“Referrals”. 

It is hoped that FOCUS will 
be as comprehensive as possible 
so if you or anyone you know 
would be interested in joining or 
in attending a meeting (non- 
members are welcome) contact 
Sheila Stephen, 32 Western 
Elms Avenue, Reading RG3 
2AN. Tel: 0734 575120. 


Postscript 

A number of people who live 
outside the Diocese and who 
receive their copy of The 
DOOR by post have given con- 
tributions towards the cost of 
postage. We are most grateful 
and please accept this as a per- 
sonal thank-you. 


Puppet on a String by Helena 
Wilkinson (Hodder Christian 
Paperbacks , £1.95) is an 
autobiography about Helena y s 
fight against Anorexia Nervosa , 
the eating disorder. She traces 
events from her birth in Kenya 
through to the time at boarding 
school when the problem 
became apparent. 

She was a shy girl, lacking in self- 
confidence, and the book tells of her 
problems in relating to her parents 
and older sister as well as school 
friends and teachers. As Anorexia 
takes a hold of her she turns to out- 
siders for help and finds support 
from God although at that time she 
was not fully committed. The typical 
anorexic trait of perfectionism is evi- 
dent in all she describes but especial- 
ly in her dancing, drama and poetry 
interests. 

As the parents of a past anorexic 
sufferer, we found this a very reveal- 
ing account of the illness, particular- 
ly considering Helena wrote the 
book when she was only 19. She 
drew great strength from her 


religious convictions and was well 
supported by the Church and a 
fellow anorexic, although I was left 
wondering whether her Christian 
faith would be sustainable. 

The sequel to this book is Snakes 
and Ladders , also published by Hod- 
der, price £2.50. We read of 
Helena’s increasing faith despite 
some setbacks. The story’s climax 
is her year spent in South Africa 
working with psychiatric patients 
and young people as well as giving 
talks about Anorexia. This ex- 
perience enabled her to have a 
deeper understanding of her own 
emotions and a more healthy attitude 
to life’s problems. 

Liz and Richard Grasham 

Helena Wilkinson lives and worships 
in Reading . She tells us of: “There 
is an Answer’ ’, a Christian 
organisation which provides a 
friend/supporter for an anorexic suf- 
ferer. If you need or would like to 
offer support contact Maureen Mor- 
ris, Bildeston Baptist Church, c/o 
“Arising”, Back Lane, Monks 
Eleigh, Suffolk IP7 7BA. 


continued from page 9 

to grow in confidence as women 
in the Church, to support each 
in her own ministry, to be 
enriched by our differences.” 

Society of St John the 
Evangelist 

228 Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1SE. 
Telephone: 0865 248116 
Superior: Father Alan Bean SSJE 
Community: The Community’s 
main house is near Westminster Ab- 
bey in London. In addition to the 
Oxford Community of two priests 
and three lay members of the Society 
there is also The Anchorhold at 
Haywards Heath — for exploration 
into community living and ways of 
prayer and St John’s House, 
Leicester. There is also a Fellowship 
of St John for men and women who 
want to identify themselves closely 
with the spirit of the Society. 
Offered: Guests are taken, but on- 
ly two at any one time. Spiritual 
direction and counselling and per- 
sonal retreats. Will provide 
preachers/speakers . Intercessions 
after the mid-day Office. “All are 
welcome to what we can provide.” 

The Society, a community of 
priests and lay men, was found- 
ed in Oxford in 1 866 for educa- 
tional and missionary work in 
England and abroad, when three 
men under the leadership of 
Father Richard Benson took the 
traditional vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience. It thus 
became the first religious com- 
munity for men to be establish- 
ed in England since the 
Reformation. 

The Society is decribed as a 
Society of mission priests and 
brothers but from the beginning 
the emphasis has been upon 
prayer and the orientation of the 
whole life towards God because 
“effective mission to others 
must be the overflow of a life 
directed towards God and 
reliance on him. ” The daily life 
of the Society is based on the 
ordered life of personal prayer, 
the Office and the Eucharist. 

Abroad, the Community has 
worked for many years in India 
and South Africa. In England it 
works among all kinds of peo- 
ple, particularly in conducting 
retreats and spiritual 
counselling. 

Society of the Precious Blood 

Burnham Abbey, Lake End Road, 
Taplow, Maidenhead, Berkshire 
SL6 0PW. Telephone: 0628 604080 
Superior: Mother Margaret Mary 
Community: 26 Sisters in England, 
13 in Lesotho, follow the Rule of St 
Augustine and its own Rule. The 
Rule of Enclosure is now much more 
flexible than it used to be. Burnham 
Abbey dates back to 1266 when it 
was founded as a House for Augusti- 
nian Canonesses. 

Offered: Small guest house. People 
can also come for quiet days. In- 
vividual counselling and spiritual 
direction offered to visitors on an in- 
formal basis should they wish to talk 
with a Sister. 

Founded by Mother Millicent 


Mary of the Will of God, and 
Father Arnold Pinchard in Bir- 
mingham in 1905, the Com- 
munity was first intended for 
work in parishes. After a period 
of withdrawal to help form a 
Novitiate in 1911, the call to the 
contemplative life was received 
and the Community moved to 
Burnham Abbey in 1916. 

The spirit of the Society has 
been strongly influenced by St 
Teresa of Avila and Mother 
Julian of Norwich. The Foun* 
dress always emphasised strong- 
ly the importance of each 
Sister’s being free to follow the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in her 
way of prayer. The Office is 
sung — in English now — to our 
own simplified Gregorian 
chants. - 

The chief work of the Coiti- 
munity is intercessory prayer 
and the Watch is kept in Chapel 
before the Blessed Sacrament all 
day and as much of the night as 
possible. Letters and phone calls 
are received from all over the 
world asking for prayers. 

Society of the Sacred Mission 

Willen Priory, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks MK 15 9AA. Telephone: 
0908 663749 

Superior: Brother Rodney Hart 
Community: Seven brothers, two 
ordained, five lay people and a fami- 
ly also live at the Priory. Willen 
House is one of four houses of the 
English Province of the Society, 
which lists its aims as: to help others 
give their lives to God’s service; to 
share in the mission of the Church; 
to study and meditate upon the 
meaning of the Christian Gospel. 
Also 50 Companions of the Society 
make regular visits and retreats. 
Activities and services offered: 
Guests taken. Group and personal 
retreats Counselling and spiritual 
direction. News sheet published 
twice yearly. Library, resource cen- 
tre for teachers, parents and clergy 
and bookstall. 

The Society was founded by 
Father Herbert Kelly in 1893 
and is now organised in three 
provinces — England, Australia 
and Japan. The Director of the 
Society supervises its life, 
visiting each province and 
priory and seeing to the com- 
munication of ideas and infor- 
mation. 

The life of Willen Priory is 
dedicated to the glory of God 
and is centred in worship, three 
times a day in Willen Parish 
Church. Visitors are welcome 
whether as individuals or in 
small groups who wish for a 
time of peace and reflection 
away from the pressures of 
everyday life. 

They may share fully in the 
active life of the Priory or use 
the opportunity for silence and 
solitude in retreat. Members of 
the Priory are willing to serve 
visitors by listening and 
counselling. 

• Quotation at the beginning is bx 
T.S. Eliot. 



OPENING ON 12 NOVEMBER 

THE LILACS — a brand new, 
luxury, purpose built retirement 
home in CALNE. The carefully 
planned services will include: 


• Private telephone • 

• Colour television • 

• Tea making facilities • 

• Private door to own private • 

garden (in case of double ^ • 

rooms) • 


24 hour care 

Laundry and mending services 
Home entertainment 
Shopping trips and outings 
Special diets catered for 
Home cooked food 


For further and friendly information and helpful 
advice, please contact: 


Jackie Taylor, tel: Caine (0249) 815717, or Joan 
O’Brien on (0249) 812975, or write to The Lilacs, 
2A Lickhill Road, Caine, Wilts, SN11 9DD. 


St Anne ’s Residential Home 


Clifton, Deddington, Oxon 



Is now opening its new purpose built wing that sets a new 
high standard in luxury residential care. To view or receive 
a brochure. 

Tel: Deddington (0869) 38295 or 38902, 24 hours 


Are You A 'VERGER'? 

Have you heard of the Church of England 
Guild of Vergers? 

For more information call: 

Peter Hudson (Branch Chairman) 

3 Castle Place, High Wycombe 
HP13 6RX. Tel: 0494 30848 

Join the Oxford Branch 
For Fellowship and Friendship 


New and Secondhand ELECTRIC 


Wheelchairs & Scooters 


★ FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
★ BATTERIES & TYRES FITTED 



Centres 



\ 

Experience 
Counts 


Restoration of stonework 
relies upon skilled masons 
using modern techniques and 
having the appreciation of past 
masters. 

The craftsmen at New Stone 
will restore your building to its 
finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. 
The finished appearance is as 
important as the cutting back to 
sound stone and careful 
reinforcement to ensure the 
repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact Us now and 
save on future restoration. 


■■ NEW STONE 

■El H AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA4 8 NO TEL 08956 76164 PAX 06956 21574 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 

BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate 
Oxford OX1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 



Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, 
Altar Breads, Church Stationery. 
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YOUR Valuable Property 

is at risk from theft or aamage 

Police and Insurers recommend identity 
photographs, of jewellery, antiques, etc. 

JOHN M. CORNWALL 

Specialist Photography carried out on your premises 
— Confidentiality assured. 

Telephone Buckingham 
( 0280 ) 812254 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case 

repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase 

(Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery 

available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


“Security and safety in a beautiful setting" 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult to 
manage their own homes, but do not wish to surrender their in- 
dependence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full in- 
dependence but also sufficient services to enable them to stay in- 
dependent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained ac- 
commodation with a housekeeping service on the premises and on 
call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual domestic 
help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with the use of a com- 
mon lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton 
Park) and close to shops and public transport. 

The Company has already established an impressive reputation in 
the field of sheltered housing. 

Saxon Court, one of our developments in Hove, was reported on 
the BBC Today Morning programme as being one of the best 
examples of good practice amongst sheltered housing schemes. 

Also, the National Film Board of Canada filmed at Kenet Court, 
Wokingham, having heard that it was one of the best developments 
for retired people in the London and Home Counties area. 

Fuiiher details and a brochure available from: 

PRICES FROM £98,500 

Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street 
Reading, RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 
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NEW CONCEPT IN 
HOMES FOR 
RETIREMENT 

The builders, Trident Construction, are now com- 
pleting the roof at Emmbrook Court, and are well on 
target for completion in June 1990. 

Emmbrook Court is the first example in Reading of 
private very sheltered housing. 

The concept of sheltered housing is widely understood, 
but its great drawback is that it is only suitable for ac- 
tive people, with the expectation that they will have 
to move to a nursing home if they become frail. 
The idea of very sheltered housing is that it enabled 
retired people to retain their independence for the 
whole of their lives. This is achieved by the design of 
the building, so that for instance, there is no necessity 
to climb a single step anywhere in the building, let 
alone stairs, and the services, which are much more 
extensive than anything comparable. 

There are three full-time housekeepers and private 
domestic help. The development also incorporates a 
dining room where meals are available on request at 
modest prices, as all the services are run at cost. 

In the circumstances it is hardly surprising that many 
of the apartments have already been reserved and 
Retirement Security confidently expect that all 46 
apartments will be sold when the building is ready for 
occupation. 

Details of the apartments can be obtained from 
Lawrence Klein, the regional director of Retirement 
Security Ltd, whose office is at 15 Boult Street, 
Reading, RG1 4RD. (Telephone: Reading 503745.) 


Drama in the Diocese 


RADIUS, the Religious Drama society is 60 
years old this year, and in Milton Keynes the 
diamond anniversary is being celebrated with 
the performnace of Doomsday , the last play in 
the Milton Keynes Mystery Cycle, at the Stan- 
tonbury Theatre from November 24 to 
December 7. 

The Revd Keith Spence has been involved in 
all three plays in the Cycle as an actor and as 
promoter. “It has been a wonderful experience 
of shared community drama, with the plays 
speaking powerfully to both Christian and non- 
Christian alike,” he says. 

The Milton Keynes Cycle, directed by Roy 
Nevitt of the Living Archive Project, has won 
wide acclaim and has been an example of co- 
operation between the churches and the Stan- 
tonbuty Drama Group and between profes- 
sional and amateur actors. Local firms have 
loaned equipment and financial backing has 
come from Bucks Arts, the Borough of Milton 
Keynes and the Development Corporation. 
Commented one member of the cast: “It cer- 
tainly strengthens my belief in community 
spirit.” 


Cranmer 

It isn’t often that a historical drama can take 
place on the actual site of the events it portrays. 
However, The Trial of Thomas Cranmer , will 
be performed at the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin from November 18-20 and 
22-25 in memory of Cranmer’s birth 500 years 
ago this year. The play, by Anne Ridler who 
lives in Oxford, was first performed there in 
1956 when the actor playing Cranmer stood in 
front of the very pillar where the Archbishop 
had delivered his final speech, four centuries 
before. 


Some of the young actors who took part in 
that production went on to become well known 
in television and radio including Frank Wind- 
sor of Z-Cars fame . The 1989 production will 
have a cast of equally distinguished Oxford per- 
formers and will be directed by Paul Ranger, 
formerly head of theatre and television at King 
Alfred’s College, Winchester who says: “This 
is an acting opportunity to work in liason with 
the author of a play which must, in production, 
have a highly-charged atmosphere, as the 
theatre is the very place in which the events por- 
trayed occurred.” 

Stilgoe 

Richard Stilgoe is a well-known broadcaster 
and song-writer who wrote the opening song 
in “Cats” and all the words of “Starlight Ex- 
press”, for Andrew Lloyd-Webber, his wife 
Annabel Hunt is an opera and concert singer. 

They will be appearing together in Mr and 
Mrs Stilgoe 's Musical Evening at Benson 
Church Hall on Sunday, November 26 at 
7.30pm accompanied by Iain Ledingham who 
broadcasts regularly on BBC Radio 3 and who 
is organist and choirmaster at All Saints, High 
Wycombe. Proceeds will be divided between 
The Childrens’ Society and the Benson Church 
Organ Fund. 

Nativity 

Coming up too in the Diocese are from 
December 14-17 the York Nativity Play at 
Aldermaston Parish Church now in its 33rd 
year of production and a professional perfor- 
mance of Amhal and the Night Visitors at 
Rhodes House, Oxford on December 17 in aid 
of the Ashmolean Museum. 

Full details of these productions are in the 
Listings on the back page. 


They care for 
the carers 


OCTOBER 18 was the Feast of 
St Luke, the Beloved Physician, 
and tucked away in a comer of 
Fitzroy Square in London is St 
Lukes Hospital. It was a gift 
from the medical profession to 
the Church of England in 1892 
and ever since numerous 
surgeons and physicians have 
given their services there entire- 
ly free, and in their own spare 
time. 

The aim is to treat the 
Church’s staff whenever treat- 
ment is required, so that men 
and women can be returned to 
their work quickly. Last year the 
hospital welcomed 32 inpatients 
from the Diocese of Oxford 
alone at a cost to the hospital of 
£25,326. 

It costs £1 ,800 a day to run St 
Luke’s and that is the headache 
of the General Secretary, Canon 
Peter Nicholson, and his wife 
who work free of charge, and a 
secretary. One year they wrote 
to every clergyman’s son and 
daughter in Who ’s Who with ex- 
cellent results. 

There is a St Luke’s Hospital 
Representative in each deanery 
and Canon Nicholson hopes 
every parish will contribute this 
year to the work of the Hospital, 
either through the represen- 


tatives or direct to him at 14 Fit- 
zroy Square, London W1P 
6AH. He is also happy to talk 
to congregations or deanery 
gatherings and to send collecting 
boxes, will forms and infor- 
mation. 

The DOOR at 
Christmas 

WHETHER you live in a card- 
board box or a large empty 
house, Christmas can be a 
lonely time. In our December 
issue we want to include an “If 
you want to help” feature, So 
that those in the Diocese who 
need help and those who will 
be helped by giving it can be 
put in touch with one another. 

If you are planning a 
Christmas dinner for the 
homeless or if you know of a 
night shelter requiring extra 
help, a hostel for young peo- 
ple needing an extra hand or 
if you have any suggestions of 
practical ways in which people 
might help each other this 
Christmas please write brief- 
ly to the Editor before 
November 10. 


All Saints 

SISTER Helen has been elected 
as the Mother Superior of the 
Society of All Saints in Oxford 
and was installed on October 19. 
She succeeds Mother Frances 
Dominica who, during her 
twelve years of office, founded 
the Helen House Hospice, and 
has made radical changes in the 
Society’s life. 

Sister Helen has been Assis- 
tant Superior in Oxford for eight 
years and before that was head 
of the Society’s House in 
Margaret Street, London. 

Writing for 
the DOOR 

ONE of the problems of produc- 
ing The DOOR is that many of 
the people who offer material to 
the editor are not clear about 
what is required in terms of 
space and presentation. 

Anyone who would like to 
write for us, and who would like 
to know the rules of the game is 
invited to a short seminar at The 
Rectory, Whitchurch on Thames 
on Friday, November 3 at 6.30 
p.m., followed by a party at 8 
p.m. 

If you can come, please phone 
0734 843219. If this is a suc- 
cess, we hope to hold similar 
events in other parts of the 
Diocese. 


A green 
theology 

ECOLOGICAL issues are very 
much in the news at the moment 
and those who have read Sean 
McDonagh’s book To Care for 
the Earth: a call to a new 
Theology (reviewed by John 
Madeley in the September 
DOOR) will know that much 
rethinking is going on in the 
theology of Creation. But 
ecology is not the only issue 
under theological review. 

The changing face of the rural 
church and society, community 
care in rural areas, the nature of 
multi-benefice ministry, rural 
housing and transport, worship 
in small communities and rural 
youth work are just some of the 
issues which demand reflection. 

With this in mind Glyn Evans, 
the new Rural Chaplain for Ox- 
fordshire, hopes to set up a study 
group in Oxfordshire under the 
auspices of the Rural Theology 
Group, provided there is enough 
support. He would like to hear 
from clergy and laity alike who 
would be interested in forming 
such a group to meet three or 
four times a year. Please contact 
him as soon as possible at: Lit- 
tle Compton, Moreton-in- 
Marsh, Glos GL56 0SE. Tel: 
060874 313. 

Concern 

CHRISTIAN Concern in Action 
is a group of Christians in the 
Henley area who are prepared to 
“get out of their armchairs’’ (or 
pews) and initiate concern in 
local matters. They are not an 
“against everything’’ pressure 
group, but a nucleus inviting 
others to become involved in 
particular issues. 

While keeping a five-day 
week vigil at a local church dur- 
ing the 1988 Anglican Commu- 
nion Canterbury Conference 
they began to focus on the 
Decade of Evangelism. 

With this in mind, they are 
planning an open air meeting on 
July 21 1990 in the meadows at 
Remenham, Henley-on- 
Thames, at the end of the 
Henley Royal Regatta. 

They seek a support group of 
prayers who in their own time, 
place, way, will pray for this 
and other projects. Leaflet with 
more details from Philip Challis, 
Thamsfield Lodge, Wargrave 
Road, Henley-on-Thames, Ox- 
on RG9 2LX. 

Bible Sunday 

BIBLE Sunday, traditionally the 
second Sunday in Advent, is a 
time when churches celebrate 
the Bible and its importance. 
The theme this year is the need 
to provide Bibles for the millions 
of people all over the world who 
cannot afford to buy them. A 
Bible Sunday pack containing 
sermon notes, service leaflets, 
collecting envelopes and posters 
is available from Derek Tedder, 
Bible Sunday, Bible Secretary, 
Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swin- 
don SN5 7DG. 



Residential Living For The Elderly 
Bodicote, Banbury OX15 4DW 
TELEPHONE: 0295 266224 


Situated in the centra of attractive Bodicote Village, IV 2 miles from Ban- 
bury Cross, Fairholme House has built an enviable reputation for comfort 
and care for 19 residents. A 4 single bedroomed extension with passenger 
lift will be opening in September and bookings are now being taken. Our 
aim is to combine security and care with gracious living. 

★ 24 hour care staff on duty 

★ Modern call system; full fire protection; stair lift 

★ Most rooms with en -suite facilities 

★ Double rooms suitable for couples 

★ Two lounges with television, piano etc 

★ Outings and in-house entertainment arranged regularly for 
those who wish to take advantage of them 

★ Good fresh home cooking; special diets catered for 

★ Short stay holiday/convalescence available 

For brochure and further details please contact Ross Greig 
direct or telephone for a date to view 


Fairholme House was established as a residential 
home for the elderly in 1985. The home is current- 
ly registered by Oxfordshire County Council, pro- 
viding comfortable living for the ambulent elderly. 

Situated in the centre of Bodicote within easy walk- 
ing distance of the Church, Post Office, General Store, 
Public Houses and Hairdressers, residents are accom- 
modated in comfortable rooms — 15 single and 4 dou- 
ble — most with en-suite facilities. 

Communal rooms comprise: 2 lounges with televi- 
sion and record player, where newspapers and 
periodicals are provided. Visitors are welcome at all 
times. 

Residents can choose whatever they like for breakfast 
and with menus for lunch and supper known in ad- 
vance, alternative main courses are always available. 

Staff are on duty 24 hours a day and the proprietors 
and their deputy heads of home are always available. 

No prospective resident will be accommodated on 
a permanent basis without a trial period of 8 weeks, 
to allow the proprietors and the prospective resident 
time for an informed decision to be made.’ 

If you require any further information, or would like 
to visit Fairholme House, please do not hesitate to con- 
tact the staff on (0295) 266224, where there will always 
be someone available to answer any questions you may 
have. 
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The DOOR opens on: Her Majesty's Prison Grendon 


On the inside, looking 




Bible study in Grendon chapel for inmates and staff. 



Prisoners 

Week 


THEY say you can always 
recognise a prison chaplain by 
his bunch of keys, and you can 
certainly recognise Grendon by 
its walls. They rise sheer out of 
the Buckinghamshire country- 
side, making the warmest of 
summer days seem unexpectedly 
chilly to the visitor waiting in 
their shadow to be let in. 

Despite its walls and endless 
barred corridors, however, 
Grendon is not what it seems. In 
fact, throughout the prison 
world it is recognised as the one 
place which can offer a new 
beginning no matter what you 
have done. 

Purpose-built in 1962 the 
prison, says its governor 
Michael Selby, has always been 
regarded as experimental. 
Because it is unique, it is often 
misunderstood and it has been 
called everything from a “fun- 
ny farm” to a “holiday camp”. 
In fact, it is neither an asylum 
nor a soft option — but a thera- 
peutic community within a 
secure setting, for 250 inmates, 
80 per cent of whom have a 
record of violence, a quarter of 
whom are “lifers”, and all of 
whom have actually asked to 
come to Grendon. 

The key to the Grendon 
system is taking responsibility 
for your own actions without 
resorting to violence. For the 
hardened criminal, the transfer 
from a regime of fear to one 
Where Christian name terms are 
used by staff and inmates alike 
and where there is a strict no- 
violence rule (“if you give so- 
meone a clump you are out — 
no question”) can make almost 
impossible demands. Some can- 
not cope, but many emerge 
transformed, like the Irish 
“lifer” who one day hopes to 
set up a community outside for 
those who have been inside. 

After an initial period of 
assessment, a prisoner who is 
considered suitable will be 
transferred to one of the three 
therapy wings, each with its own 
probation officer and psychol- 
ogist. There, with the help of a 
small therapy group to which he 
is assigned, he is expected to 
work — first at facing himself, 
then at changing his behaviour, 
and finally at contributing to the 
lives of those around him. The 
groups of up to seven prisoners, 
an officer and a therapist meet 
three times a week and for the 
newcomer, whether officer or 
inmate, they can be an over- 
whelming experience. 


In a “C” wing group, for ex- 
ample, Malcolm fights back 
tears as he talks about an emo- 
tional weekend-leave meeting 
with a mother who had sent him 
into care as a small boy — while 
the rest of the group, which in- 
cludes a “lifer” in for murder 
and someone who has commit- 
ted incest, both challenge and 
encourage him. 

Twice a week the whole wing, 
inmates and staff alike, meet 
with an elected prisoner as 
chairman, to discuss current 
issues. If someone has used 
threatening behaviour or has 
been reported by his group for 
lack of commitment to his 
therapy, then a vote may be 
taken about his future. 

“Prisons are seen as peniten- 
taries but at Grendon we offer 
hope of redemption,” says 
Michael Selby, who is himself 
a Christian. In a community 
where a desire to repent in the 
sense of “turning around” is 
considered essential, it is not 
surprising that the role of the 
chaplaincy team is a central one. 
In addition to their pastoral 
work, they form part of the 
therapy team alongside psychol- 
ogists, probation officers, teach- 
ers and prison officers, and they 
are also involved in the small 
groups as well as in assessment 
and parole decisions. 

The senior chaplain is the 
Revd Frank James, an urbane 
Indian priest with the manner of 
an English gentleman and the 
heart of a Mother Theresa — 
who makes a clear distinction 
between the sinner and his sin. 
His Sunday-morning Sung 
Eucharist in the tiny chapel, 
with an officer standing discreet- 
ly outside the door, is celebrated 
with all the dignity of a Cathe- 
dral service and a marvellous 
awareness of the value of his 
congregation in God’s eyes. 
“There are buried treasures and 
priceless pearls here,” he says. 

Much of his work is concern- 
ed with dealing with the guilt 
which can weigh down a man 
who is coming to terms with 
what he has done for the first 
time. The Sacrament of Recon- 
ciliation (Confession) and indi- 
vidual counselling can help, but 
so too can the support of com- 
mitted Christians at the Tuesday 
Bible Study or the Monday 
fellowship group where “people 
can be freed, and guilt can be 
replaced with thanksgiving for 
salvation.” 

At some prisons, chapel is a 


place to exchange information or 
drugs,” the pages of the Bibles 
are for turning into cigarette 
papers; and joining “the God 
squad” can mean having a hard 
time of it. At Grendon, how- 
ever, it is different. The therapy 
it offers is all about becoming 
vulnerable — and opening up 
emotionally is but a short step 
from becoming aware of a 
spiritual need. 

Like all the chaplaincy staff, 
Frank James feels that he is 
privileged to be at Grendon. 
“We outside have so many other 
gods such as security or money 
or family which we turn to 
before Him, but a prisoner has 
lost everything, his dignity, his 
self-respect, often his family. 

He comes knowing he has 
sinned. The bottom has dropped 
out of his life and at such 
moments the channels of Grace 
are wide open. All that he has 
to do is turn and God is there.” 


THERE are seven prisons in 
the Oxford Diocese accom- 
modating about 1,600 
prisoners. Two more, at 
Milton Keynes and Bicester, 
will open in the next two years 
almost doubling our prison 
population. 

Christians in Milton Keynes 
are already meeting to prepare 
for their new prison. Why not 
start getting to know the one 
nearest to you in this year’s 
Prisoners Week (November 
13-19). Prison Visitors are 
always needed and you can 
find out how the scheme works 
from the Chaplain. 

Gifts such as books are often 
welcomed, though check first. 
Frank James at Grendon, for in- 
stance, asks for transistor radios 
(not with VHF or cassette players) 
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and fresh flowers, and at Hunter- 
combe Young Offenders Centre 
Mars bars are needed so that every 
inmate can have one at Christmas. 
Other prisons may have their own 
particular needs. 

All will welcome your support 
and your prayers. Prisons are part 
of our Diocese and can contribute 
as well as receive. 

Chaplains of HM Prisons & 
Borstal Institutions etc: Aylesbury 
Prison: Aylesbury (02%) 24435. H. 
Potter (Home: Aylesbury (0296) 
88693); Grendon Prison: Grendon 
Underwood (02%77) 301. F. James 
(Home: (0296 77) 494; Spring Hill 
Prison: (same telephone number and 
Chaplain as Grendon Prison); 
Huntercombe HMYCC: R. R. 
Earnshaw, Nettlebed (0491) 
641711; Oxford Prison: Oxford 
(0865) 721261. Vacancy. Office: 
Oxford (0865) 240940; Reading 
Prison: Reading (0734) 587031 R. 
Carter (Home: Reading (0734) 
477141). W. Anderson; Kidlington, 
Campsfield House HMYCC: Kidl- 
ington (086575) 4113. R. G. 
Coppen. 
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Clergy team: The Revd 
Frank James, Chaplain; The 
Revd Paddy Glyn, Roman 
Catholic Chaplain; The Revd 
Alan Baxter, Methodist 
Chaplain; The Revd Bob 
Baird, Anglican Relief* 
Chaplain; Sister Clare, 
Assistant Roman Catholic 
Chaplain; Dennis Tyler, 
Visiting Quaker Minister; 
Salvation Army Captain 
Finemore; The Revd David 
Hastings, Hon Assistant 
Chaplain (Non stipendiary). 
Church: Grendon ChapeC' 
was built with the prison in 
1962. It is used by all 
denominations for services 
and Bible study. Larger ser- 
vices are sometimes held in 
the gym. The Chapel can 
take up to 50 people, and 
there is also a small sacristy. 
Population: 250 prisoners of 
whom about 25 per cent are 
“lifers”. All categories from 
child molesters to murderers, 
bank robbers to rapists. 
There is a staff of about the 
same number including 
psychologists, teachers, pro- 
bation officers as well a^ x 
clergy and officers. There 
are about 50 Anglican com- 
municants made up of in- 
mates, ten staff members and 
about 12 visiting members of 
the Prison Christian Fellow- 
ship. 

Magazine: No separate 
Christian magazine, but 
Grendon News Week , the 
prison’s weekly magazine 
edited by John of D Wing 
and circulated to inmates and 
staff, includes a Chaplaincy 
page. 

Sunday Service: Sung 
Eucharist at 8.30am. Father 
James hopes to start a 
midweek ‘Picnic Mass’. 
Prayer Book: ASB. 

Hymn Book: Mission 

Praise ; Songs of Celebration 
and Worship. 

Weekdays: Monday: 12 
noon Prayer and Praise; 
Tuesday: 12 noon Bible 
Study; Wednesday: 5pm ‘D’ 
Wing Prayer Cell. 

Other activities: The 

Chaplain offers counselling. 
There are two Confirmations 
a year and also Baptisms and 
annointings with oil. A Sym- 
posium on ‘Penance in the 
Penintentiary’ was held* 
earlier this year and attend- 
ed by The Bishop of Oxford, 
clergy and lay workers from 
all over the Diocese and 
Grendon staff and inmates. 
An ecumenical Mission on 
the theme of “Freedom in 
Christ” is planned for 19°°^ 
with visiting distinguished 
speakers from a variety of 
disciplines. 


KIMGSWOOD SCHOOL 
BATH 

H.M.C. co educational day and Boarding School for 
11-18 year old pupils. 

* Christian foundation * Academic Excellence 


* Numerous extra-curricular activities 

* Excellent Facilities 

* Scholarships and Assisted Places 

Our prep school PRIOR S COURT near Newbury is an 
l.A.P.S. co educational school that provides day and 
boarding places for pupils aged from 4-13. 

The M4 provides convenient access to both schools. 

COME AND SEE US 

Contact the Headmaster's Secretary Bath 311627 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

* FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 

REPAIRQ 

Tel: OXFORD 340403 


Cleveland 

Carriages 


ROLLS ROYCE 
DAIMLER, JAGUAR 
ALSO MERCEDES 






For weddings and 
special occasions 


Phone Penn (049481) 6733 





'MARTIN'S FIREPLACE 

Custom built fireplaces to your own design 

Stone, brick, Adam style, etc. 

Take advantage of our free design service with no 
obligation 

* NOW AVAILABLE * 

Revolutionary new gas coal effect fires. No chimney needed. Also 
available gas coal-effact fires with flame failure device Pilot light 
and Pieco ignition, plus grate from C 1 75. 

Tat: High Wycombe (0494) 443327 or (0836) 741776 
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To advertise in this newspaper please 

contact: 

Mark Roberts or David Holden on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 


CUT YOUR 
PRINTING 
BILLS NOW 

Church Mags, 
Church Postcards, 
Draw tickets, printed 
stationery, volume 
photocopying, etc. 
Ring Bruce for details 
on: 

Buckingham 
0280 814566 

Also Free collection 
and delivery service 
‘ available 



RED VEINS PERMANENTLY & 
SAFELY REMOVED BY MEDICALLY 
APPROVED METHOD 

• ELECTROLYSIS 

• WAXING 

• FACIALS 

• MAKE-UP 

• EYE'LASH TINTING 
Established 14 years 

READING (0734) 471122 

94 S0UTHVIEW AVENUE 
CAVERSHAM, READING 
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NOVEMBER 


WHAT'S OIM 


Feast singaround 



Singing out Joyfully from a rather unusual p£rch are 
members of the choir of St Mary’s parish church at Witney, 
on the occasion of the annual Witney Feast open air service 
in the fairground. 

This service, around the Galloping Horses, takes place 
traditionally during the fair which marks the feast of St 
Mary, and which is held on The Leys behind St Mary’s 
Church. The service was taken by the Rector of Witney, the 
Revd Roland Meredith, who was celebrating his tenth an- 
niversary in the parish. The address was given by the Ar- 
chdeacon of Berkshire, the Ven. David Griffiths, and the 
national vice-president of the Showmen’s Guild and the 
Mayor of Witney, Coun. Andrew Carter, also took part. Pic- 
tured above are choir members John Tiptaft, Joyce Slack 
(sitting sidesaddle) and Maud Logan. 


Thurs 2. OXFORD. St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road, Oxford, 
10.30am- 12.00. CMS coffee mor- 
ning. Dr Bertha Hensman on ‘The 
Church in Western China Today’. 
S*.4. STOKENCHURCH. St 
Peter & St Paul Church, 8.00pm. 
Concert by Digby Hunt, trombone, 
and Ian Horwood, tenor, in aid of 
the Church Extension Fund. Tickets 
£3.50, which includes delicious 
refreshments, from church members 
or at the door. 

Sat 4. WINDSOR. St Agnes’ 
Church Hall, St Leonard’s Road. 
Boric Fair. 9.00am-3.30pm. Entry 
fae. Thousands of books of all kinds. 
In aid of St Agnes’ Church Hall 
Restoration Appeal. People come 
from miles around — come and join 
them! 

Mon 6. OXFORD. The University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
8.15pm. British Christian Poetry 
meditative lecture series — Gerard 
Manley Hopkins: Sir Christopher 
Ball. 

Wed 8. OXFORD. The Friends’ 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles, 
8. 15pm. Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Stella Alex- 
ander will speak on ‘The Quaker At- 
titude to Mary’. 

Thu 9. OXFORD. Orthodox 
Church of the Holy Trinity* and the 
Annunciation, 1 Canterbury Road, 
8. 15pm. Bishop Kallistos (Ware) of 
Diokleia will talk on the subject ‘In 
my end is my beginning’: Orthodox 
reflections on death and the Second 
Coming. 

Fri 10. MARLOW. Church Hall, 
8.00pm. ‘Journey to India’. David 
& Jean Watson will be revealing the 
wonders of the Orient. Tickets 
£2.50, will include a glass of wine 
or soft drink and Indian nibbles. In 
aid of All Saint’s Marlow Restora- 
tion Fund. 

Fri 10-Sun 12. SUTTON COUR- 
TENAY. The Abbey. Residential 
workshop on The Message of The 
Gospel — And the role of the 
Church as its mediator. Friday 
6.30pm to Sunday 2.00pm. Details: 
Abingdon (0235) 847401. 

Sat 11. BRACKNELL. ICI Jellots 
Hill Training Centre. A day 
workshop on ‘The Faith — Work 
Connection’, 10.30am-3.00pm. Ex- 
ploring the different ways we make 
connections between our faith and 
work. Cost £1.00 payable on the 
day. Bring your own lunch (drinks 
provided).. Contact: Keith Lamdin, 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. 
Sat 11. COOKHAM DEAN. 
Village Hall, 10.00am. The Church 
Autumn Fay re. Admission free. 
Proceeds to charity. 

Sat 11-Sat 25. OXFORD. St Giles’, 
Woodstock Road. Art Exhibition by 
Barrie Dale and Kathleen Thyssen. 

25-Dec 7: Majorie Collins. 
Open weekdays 12-2pm. Weekends 
l-4pm. Admission free and 25% 
sales to Restoration Appeal. 

Sat 11. LONDON, SOHO. The 


Anglo-Orthodox Society, The House 
of St Bamabas-in-Soho, 1 Greek 
Street. Martinmass Festival, Feast of 
St Martin of Tours. 1 1 .45am Con- 
celebrated Eucharist, Priest 
members are invited to bring Alb 
and white Stole. 2.30 AGM. 

Sat 11. MILTON KEYNES. 
10. 30am- 12. 30am. Workshops on 
Worship — follow-up to the 
Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eutharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). For exact venue please 
ring (0908) 662092. Contact: Anne 
Faulkner (0753) 25935. 

Sat 11. NORTH HINKSfiY, 
OXFORD. Annual Conference of 
FOCUS at Westminster College 
from 10.00am-4.00pm. Mrs Wen- 
dy Robinson on ‘The Christian 
Shadow’ in the morning followed by 
AGM. Tel: (0628) 36469 or (0734) 
575120 for further details. £10.00 
including ploughman’s lunch. 

Sat 11. WINSLOW. Winslow 
Church Room, 2. 00-4. 30pm. Work- 
shops on Worship — follow-up to 
the Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). Contact: Anne Faulk- 
ner (0753) 25935. 

Mon 13. OXFORD. The University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
8.15pm. British Christian Poetry 
meditative lecture series — T. S. 
Eliot: Anne Ridler, poet & secretary 
to T. S. E. 

Mon 13. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Religion and Politics — Is the 
Gospel for the rich? — by the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford. Further details from the 
Course Secretary, Reading 65340. 
Fri 17. BANBURY, Southam Road 
Evangelical Church. Woman’s 
World Day Of Prayer Day Confer- 
ence from 10.30am-3.30pm. Theme 
“A Better Tomorrow: Justice for 
All”. Of special interest to those 
organising services on the Day of 
Prayer in March. Admission by 
ticket, price £1.00, from Mrs J. 
Wiggins, Wharf Cottage, Market 
Square, Lower Heyford, Oxon OX5 
3NY. Please send SAE. 

Sat 18-20 & Weds 22-25. OX- 
FORD. The University Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, High Street, Ox- 
ford. ‘The Trial of Thomas 
Cranmer’ by Anne Ridler. Tickets: 
In advance St Mary’s shop, Rad- 
cliffe Square or Tickets in Oxford, 
Information Centre, 0865 727855. 
At the door: unsold tickets available 
from 7.15pm each night. £5.00 
(concessions £3.00). 

Sat 18. READING, St Mark’s An 
nual Bazaar, 2.00pm. Opened by 
Felix Bowness (from Hi de Hi). 
Contact: Mrs S. Alexander. Tel: 
Reading (0734) 417907. 

Sat 18. WINDSOR, St Agnes’ 


Christmas Bazaar at Gardener’s 
Hall, St Leonard’s Road. Starts 
11.30am. Gifts, tombola, raffle, 
cakes, bric-a-brac, Father 
Christmas. Ploughman’s Lunches. 
Fri 24. BURNHAM, BUCKS, 
7.30pm. Mitcham St Mary’s Church 
Pantomime ‘Sinbad The Sailor’ in 
Burnham Secondary School. 

Fri 24-Thu 7 Dec. MILTON 
KEYNES, Stantonbury Theatre, 
7.30pm. The Mysteries — The final 
play — DOOMSDAY. Tickets: 
£4.00 (concessions £3.00). Except 
24, 26, 27 & 28 Nov: £3.50 (con- 
cessions £2.50). Bookings: Sue 
Quinn, Tel: 0908 322568. , 

Fri 24. WHITE WALTHAM, 
MAIDENHEAD, St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. ‘Celebration’ 
evening of prayer, songs of praise, 
and guest speakers. Music by The 
West Wycombe Band & musicians 
from Christ Church, Chorleywood 
CA. All welcome. Contact Mr J. 
Murphy: 0494 882614. 

Fri 24-Sun 26. WINDSOR, Con- 
vent of St John the Baptist. Youth 
Leaders Retreat — an opportunity 
for youth leaders to reflect on their 
life and work, and their relationship 
with God (7.00pm Friday evening 
to 4.00pm Sunday afternoon). Cost: 
£25.00. Contact: Annette Nixon, 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford OX2 0NB. Tel: (0865) 244566 
or (0734) 669116 (home). 

Sat 25. BURNHAM, BUCKS, 
Mitcham St Mary’s Church Pan- 
tomime ‘Sinbad The Sailor’ in Burn- 
ham Secondary School at 2.30pm 
and 7.30pm. 

Sat 25. COOKHAM DEAN, 
Village Hall, 8.00pm. PCC Barn 
Dance. Admission: Adults £3.50, 
10-16 years £2.50. Live Band, 
Caller and Supper included in price 
of ticket. Cash Bar. Tickets from 
John Copping. Proceeds to Church 
funds. 

Sat 25. DEDWORTH, WIND- 
SOR, All Saints Church, 
10.00am-2.00pm. Christmas Craft 
Fay re. Wide range of craft stalls in- 
cluding woodwork, pottery, needle- 
work, flowers, 3D cards, jewellery, 
cakes etc. Enquiries: Windsor 
869787. 

Sat 25. MARLOW, Court Garden, 
8.00pm. The Big Band Concert. 
Return by popular demand of Sid 
Busby’s ensemble. Tickets from Sid 
Busby, West St, Nationwide Anglia 
BS, High St or ring Marlow 71610. 
Sponsored by Jim Platt. 

Sat 25. SLOUGH, St Paul’s 
Church, Stoke Road, 2.00pm. 
Christmas Fayre and Sale of work 
by The Campaigners, a Christian 
uniformed Youth organisation. Con- 
tact: Mrs Maureen Cottrell, Tel: 
Slough 21490. 

Sat 25. WHITCHURCH. St 
Mary’s in aid of the Appeal, 
7.30pm, Concert of Brass, Organ 
and Choir Music by Hungerford 
Brass Band, St Mary’s Choir and 
others. Glass of wine in interval. 


Sun 26. BENSON. “Mr and Mrs 
Stilgoe’s Musical evening” with 
Richard Stilgoe and Annabel Hunt. 
Church Hall, 7.30pm. Proceeds to 
Organ Fund and the Children’s 
Society. Admission by £5 ticket 
from Canon Barton, Benson 
Vicarage, Oxford OX9 6SH. (SAE 
please.) 

Mon 27. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Challenges Lecture on 
Religion and Education — Mr Ken 
Oldfield. Further details from the 
Course Secretary, Reading 65340. 
DECEMBER 

Fri 1-Sun 3. THATCHAM, New 

bury, Cold Ash Centre. ‘‘OASIS” 
weekend for 15-21 year olds. A 
chance to take some space for your- 
self and for God. There will be some 
silence, some worship, some work 
in small groups — and fun and cele- 
bration! Costs: £22.50. Contact: An- 
nette Nixon, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. Tel: 
(0865) 244566 or (0734) 669116 
(home). 

Sat 2. NEWBURY. St John the 
Evangelist, 2. 15-4. 45pm. Work- 
shops on Worship — follow-up to 
the Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non- 
Eucharistic). Contact: Leonora 
Wilson (0494) 31505. 

Sat 2. CHIPPING NORTON, The 
Parish Centre, 2.15-4.45pm. Work- 
shops on Worship — follow-up to 
the Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non-Euchar- 
istic). Contact: Barbara Doubtfire 
(0993) 812095. 

Sat 2. CHARLTON, WANTAGE, 
Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
10.00-12.00 noon. Workshops on 
Worship — follow-up to the 
Bishop’s Visitation. For those 
parishes who are interested in 
developing informal all-age worship 
(both Eucharistic and non-Euchar- 
istic). Contact: Barbara Doubtfire 
(0993) 812095. 

Mon 11. BRACKNELL, Langley 
Hall, 8.00pm. A Contemporary 
Christian Chellenges Lecture on The 
Role of Women in the Church — 
Bishop John V. Taylor. Further 
details from the Course Secretary, 
Reading 65340. 

Thur 14-Sun 17. ALDER- 
MASTON, BUCKS, St Mary the 
Virgin, York Nativity Play. 33rd 
year. Thur and Fri 8.00pm, Sat and 
Sun 7.00pm. Tickets which are free 
from P. W. Dolphin, Kennet, 
Church Road, Aldermaston RG7 
4LR. SAE please. Retiring 
collection. 

Sun 17. BEACONSFIELD, St 
Thomas’ Holtspur Celebration of 40 
years’ church life, 6.30pm, preceded 
by tea. Former members very 
welcome. Details from (0494) 
672750. 

Sun 17. OXFORD, Rhodes House, 
South Parks Road, 2.30pm and 
7.00pm. The Oxford Opera Group 


presents ‘Amahl and the Night 
Visitors’ by Gian Carlo Menotti. 

Tickets: £3.00 for children, 
£5.00 for adults, from Tickets in Ox- 
ford, Blackwells and at the door. 

NOTICES 

MILTON KEYNES, Christ the 
Cornerstone, Central Library. 
Speakers Corner. Thursdays 
1.10- 1.50pm. 

Nov 2. Is our Water clean? Richard 
Medd, District Manager of Anglia 
Water. 

Nov 9. Are there Race Relations? 
Revd Kenneth Leech, Director of 
Runny mede Trust. 

Nov 16. How does our Law keep 
order? Dr Raymond Clements, 
Chairman of the Bench. 

Nov 23. Is there any Good News? 
Revd David Winter, formerly Head 
of BBC Religious Programmes. 
GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS. 
Three 40 minute lectures given to the 
Berkshire Christian Training 
Scheme to mark the centenary of 
Hopkins’ death, now available on 
cassette tape. £5.00 would cover the 
cost. Revd S. H. Baynes, The 
Vicarage, Winkfield, Windsor SL4 
4SW. Tel: 0344 882322. 


ST MARGARET’S HOUSE 
RESIDENTIAL SETTLEMENT 

Bethnal Green, London E2 9PL. 
(01-980 2090). Vacancies now ex- 
ist for Christian men and women 
coming to take up employment in 
London, particularly as teachers, 
nurses, social or church workers. 
For those wanting the challenge of 
Christian social commitment and 
participation in the restoration of an 
East End Charity contact the Ad- 
ministrator. Rent £35 pw exclusive; 
Utility & Service Charges £19.00 
per week. 


We apologise for the errors in the 
Listings last time. Margaret Rodger’s 
Memorial Service was at the Cathedral 
on October 7. There will not be another 
on November 11. Witney, St Mary’s 
successful performance of Murder in 
the Cathedral took place in October and 
there won’t be any further perfor- 
mances in November. Please note that 
there will be no January DOOR and 
notices for December and January 
should be sent in by November 13. 
There is great pressure on space for 
this column and priority will be given 
in future to events with a wider appeal 
— Editor. 


Alternative 

investments 

One Village works directly with community 
based craft enterprises bringing hope, improved 
opportunities, better working conditions, and 
increased earnings to people in very poor parts of 
Africa, Asia, South America. Investment in this work 
can have dramatic benefits. Each £1000 invested 
in stock flow can be enough to fund ten full time 
jobs, or many more part time jobs, in very poor 
places where hope has otherwise gone. 

Now with nearly ten years direct experience. 
One Village has two retail shops (in Woodstock - 
Oxford, and in Cheltenham) plus a wholesale 
service which supplies other organizations and 
shops. It stands alongside cooperatives and similar 
enterprises in 15 countries, and provides very 
practical support through product development, 
consultancy, as well as direct marketing of the 
products. 

One Village now seeks loans and contributions 
to help finance stock flow for its proposed 
expansion, which hopefully includes a new shop. It 
is expected that the expansion will nearly double 
One Village ability to serve, enabling many 
hundreds of people to find new hope and . a 
positive future. Friendly loans of working capital at 
low or zero interest will bring enormous benefit 
Will you help through such an investment or 
through a donation? 

Please contact: Roy Scott One Village, 
Charibury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 

one village'll 

The World Shop 
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Waiting on the Lord 

WE live in an “instant” world. Technology can provide us with 
instant coffee and instant meals. Medical science is often ex- 
pected to deal in instant cures. Economic circumstances have 
acquainted us with the possibility of instant affluence. We can 
mortgage the future in pursuit of instant gratification. The credit 
card offers the possibility of instant acquisition. 

The contrast with our forefathers in the faith could hardly 
be more striking, e.g. the long slow fulfilment of Abraham’s 
vision, the long spiritual apprenticeship of Jacob, the long im- 
prisonment of Joseph with little apparent hope of release, the 
long march of Israel to the promised land, and the long wait 
for the promised Messiah. It is well said by the Psalmist that 
“a thousand years are like a day that is gone” (90.4). 

I^s not surprising, therefore, to find a striking emphasis in 
Hol^Scripture on the activity of “waiting on the Lord”. The 
phrase occurs, in one form or another, over 20 times in the 
Psalms, and nearly 20 times in the prophet Isaiah. But the 
Hebrew words translated “wait” do not suggest a passive sub- 
mission to some inscrutable power. On the contrary, they sug- 
gest active, joyful expectation, based on faith in the living God, 
who is always at hand to help and succour and guide. 

“Though he tarry wait for him” (Hab 2.3), “I waited pa- 
tiently for the Lord and he heard my cry” (Ps 40.1). Instant 
coffee, instant meals, instant economic success — but instant 
religion never. 

In transactions with God we have to learn to wait — and to 
wait gladly. Waiting is an essential constituent of hope, and this 
is what the Soncino version of the Psalms has to say about it: 
“Nowhere in the whole realm of literature is the doctrine of 
hope so prounounced as in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is one of 
secrets of the Bible’s imperishable appeal to the human heart”. 

None that wait on the Lord will ever be ashamed. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is a former Archbishop of York and the author 
of numerous books. He lives near Banbury. 

: 0869 253322 
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QUADS FOR KIDS! 

Ideal Christmas presents 

FROM £699 

Telephone: Kevin Williams for details: 
139 Oxford Road, Kidlington 

( 08675) 5702 






